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n.  8RIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


on-".^  v/ilM-- 


Co  v." colored  o’ojecl,  :jr;f 

12  feoL  in  dianiSter,  filtMi;:  on  the  h MJ  of  c 


I 


OtAkliOUN  OHSLHVATOJJY 

NORTHWEST!; liN  UNIVERSITY 

KVANSluN,  11  1 INOIn*  6KJ01 


15  May  1967 


(TDh'TR) 

'■.£3x-arch  and  Aerial 
V.’ri-’ht  Patterson  Air 


Phenomenon  Division 
Force  Base 


C.-.io  A5433 

A^'-n:  Major  Hector  Creir-tanilla,  Jr, 


Lear  Sir: 


sendir."  two  reports  (164 )» 
This  is 


4^  V 

^ ik  * 


si^htins 


and  one  by 
at  South  Kill 


, Vir?;inia 


U.S*  AIR  FORCE  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION 


6-  What  SV3I  f"-*  rcr'-'Ticrs  cf  sl<y? 

DAY  NIGHT 

a,  a.  Bright 

b , * b , I oy  A'/ 

^ ^ ^ _ _ 75/7 

7*  IF  you  sow  *n*  objf'ct  during  DAYLIGHT,  where  wos  the  SUN  located  as  you  looked  of  the*obi6hcf? 

f 'Y 

fCircfe  One};  o.  In  front  of  you  d»  To  your  left  ylC!U  r 

b.  In  back  of  you  e.  Ovprhsod  ./' 

C.  To  your  right  f.  Don’t  remstnber 


FORM 


FTD  OCT  62  164  Thin  frrm  I-' Tn  Jul  ft  T , whurh  ia. 


Th*s  questionnaire  has  been  prepared  so  that  you  can  give  ttie  U.S*  AJr  Force  os  much 
infcrrrS'on  5s  possible  concerning  the  unidentified  oerfcl  phenomenon  that  you  hove  observed. 
pl^ziz  to  ensv^er  as  many  questions  as  you  possibly  can,  Tl^e  informotion  that  you  give  will 
be  for  research  purposes,  Your  nome  will  not  be  used  in  connection  with  any  stofemonts, 

conclusions,  or  publications  without  your  permission.  We  request  tfiis  personal  information  so 
tSrt  I'  it  is  deemed  necessary,  we  may  contoct  you  for  further  details. 


Tims  Zon 


(Circle  One}; 


t ostern 
Centro! 
Mountain 
Pcc  ifsc 

Other  _ 


(Circle  One):  n.  Daylight  Saving 

b,  ^Standard 


3,  Cs''*’ain 

h,  rcirly  certofn 

5.1  How  w^:s  in  sight  determines? 

^ * 

. < • £ 

5.2  'i^os  s’chr  continuously?  ^ 


c.  Not  very  sure 

d. ^Just  o gues^ 


Yes 


2,  TmdSf  clay; 


Hour 


Minute  s 


Stoto  ot  Cc**mty 


5,  How  lOn^  wss  object  in  sight?  Durgrion) 


Minutn  s 


L When  did  you  see  the  object? 


* Month 


4,  Where  were  you  when  you  saw  the 

O 

.w  / ^ 

/ * ,.t  »'  *1  , 


?o$ta!  Address 


f Qr  t own 


S»conds 


y / V 

or 


f Circle  One); 


A.M. 


IP 


8.  IF  you  sow  th*  object  at  NIGHT,  what  did  you  notice  concerning  tha  STARS  ond  MOON? 


8,]  STARS  'C^c/e  One J: 


''  '?  ramarribar 


8.2  MOONfC/rc/a  Ooc); 

a.  Bright  moonlfght 

b.  Dull  moonlight 

c.  No  moonlight  -(^pifch  dork' 
Don't  ramambar 


9.  What  waather  conditions  at  the  time  you  saw  tha  object? 


CLOUDS  S"cfe  O'^e); 

o-  Clecf  ? <v 

b.  Ha:y 

c.  Scattc'e.'!  clouds 

d.  Q^htclt  c'  heovy  clouds 


WEATHER  fC/rc^o  One): 

Q,  Dry 

b.  Fog,  nisi,  or  light  roiri 

c*  Modorofa  or  heovy  rain 

d.  Snow 

e.  Don't  romembar 


[ 30*  Tha  objac*  qppaarad:  fC#Vc/e  One); 

1 

i Sr'lid  d.^'As  a light  * 

j b.  Tfonsoc-ant  e.  t3on*T  rsmembar 

1 c.  Vcp-.f 


n.  if  it  cppea*-?i  os  a light,  was  it  brighter  thon  tha  brightest  stars?  (Circle  One): 


t/  S^Ighfer’ 
b^^SJimmer 


c.  About  the  some 

d.  Don't  know 


nU  Co“rr-a  brightness  to  some  common  object; 


(Cirefe  One  for  eoch  question) 


12.  The  ed^es  of  th*  cbjact  were: 


13*  Did  the  ob  rt* 


o.  still  at  ony  time? 

b.  Sudde-^.  S’l-ed  up  ond  rush  owey  at  any  time? 

c.  Dre-j^  DOrts  or  explode? 

d * Give  c . ‘ ^ k a ? 

e.  Change  b-.  fitness? 
f*  Chong*  sn^re? 
g*  Flash  cr  flicker? 
h.  Disoppeor  ond  reoppeor? 


fC.rc‘^  Fuziy  or  blu^'‘ed 

Like  c brijrr 
c.  Shorpiy  ou*  J"  *d 
Don't  reme“  r 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 
Don't  know 


P«y-  li 


16,  Did  the  r rn  front  of  scrnefhsng  at  any  time,  particularly  a cloud? 


fC/rc.'i  I neir 
in  fron*  of;  __ 


Yes 


CNoy 


Don't  Know* 


IF  you  emswered  YES,  then  tell  w!iat 


17*  Teti  in  c few  words  the  following  thincs  about  the  object; 


b*  Color 


'*  «—  ^ -j  A'  i*  ' 

: : i//^ — : 


W*  1-lsh  t:  viow  the  ongular  size,  '-o*d  o match  stick  at  arm's  lengtlt  in  line  with  a known  object  ond  note  how 
much  cf  fn^  cbject  is  covered  by  read  of  the  match.  If  you  had  performed  this  experiment  cit  the  time  of  the 
sightin.-,  much  of  the  obfeef  have  l>een  covered  by  the  match  head? 


19,  Drew  r C'C"  ‘"c*  will  show  the  object  or  objects.  Label  and  includ^>  in  your  sketch  any  details 

of  th^  . saw  sjch  cs  * protrusions,  etc,,  ond  especrolly  exhaust  trails  or  vapor  trails. 


show  the  direction  the  obj^*ct  wos  moving* 


//  / 

• lL  1 ' J 'Z  ■ , i * i * i ^ I ^ „ I /.  J'^ 


'ove  behind  something  at  any  time,  particularly  a cloud? 


b-ej: 

” behind:  


Yr*^ 


Don't  Know* 


IF  you  onswe-rod  YES,  then  tell  whot 


14*  Did  the  object  disappear  whilt?  you  were  watching  it?  jf  so,  how? 


Pog#  4 


20.  Do  you  think  you  con  estimole  the  speed  of  the  object? 


fCtrcfe  Onc^ 


Yes 


IF  you  YES,  then  what  speed  would  you  estimate? 


21.  Do  you  you  can  estimote  how  for  away  from  you  the  object  wos? 


C refe  Oae^ 


IF  > wu  r.  1.  A^ered  YES,  then  how  far  oway  would  you  soy  it  wos? 


23.  Were  you  (Circle  OrieJ 

a.  In  the  business  section  of  a city? 

b.  In  the  residential  section  of  o city? 
^ c*‘  In  open  countryside? 

d.  Near  an  airfield? 

e.  Flying  over  a ci^/? 

f.  Flying  over  open  country? 

g.  Other  


22.  Where  w*r-  you  located  when  you  saw  the  object? 
(Circle 

a.  Insi-t:  " building 

b.  In  o cr^ 

c. /  Ou^cr^^s^ 

d.  !n  or  -ifplane  (type) 

e.  At  seo 

f.  0th 


2i.  IF  vom  '-t's  MOVING  [N  AN  AUT0V.03ILE  or  other  vehicle  of  the  time,  then  complete  the  following  questions; 

24.’  WhjT  direction  were  you  moving?  (Circle  One) 

a.  North  c.  East  e.  South  g.  West 

bi  Strtheost  d.  Southeost  f.  Southwest  h.  Northwest 

24.2  ho-^  ^3st  were  you  moving?  miles  per  hour. 

24.3  Die  -cj  stop  ot  any  time  while  you  were  lool<ing  at  the  object? 

'T'-c/e  One)  Yes  No 


Did  vau  : : ser*  ^ * 

« t * ^ 

any  of  the  following? 

a.  Ev*''r::3*s 

Yes 

No 

c.  Binoculars 

Yes 

No 

b w Su^-  ^ ^ 

Yes 

Sc 

f.  Telescope 

Yes 

No 

c.  -N 

Yes 

No 

g-  Theodolite 

Yes 

No 

d.  W’-tr- 

" Yes 

No 

h.  Other  . ^ 

1 

' 

26.  In  order  thc'  can  give  as  clear  a picture  os  possible  of  what  you  saw,  describe  in  your  own  words  a common 

object  ob  which,  when  placed  up  in  the  sky,  would  give  the  same  appeorance  os  the  object  which  you  saw, 


It 


tn  how  many  th&rs?  

f onJ  put  an  arrow  to  show  thft  direction  that  they  w*r^  traveling- 


29,  IF  v0:<=  THAN  ONE  cbi^-^ 

Draw  c *^ow  they  were 


r = ^ p ; thot  will  show  the  rr:oti::n  that  the  object  or  object*^  made,  Ploco  on  "A"  ct  the  beginning  of  th# 
*n,  a <Jt  the  end  of  the  path,  cr^d  sho"  ony  changes  in  direciton  during  the  course* 


f’OrJO  6 


Nom 


32.  ploas*  S'V*  the  following  information  cbou!  yourself: 


33.  When  and  t^= 


d d you  report  thot  you  had  seen  the'bbieci 


A<  ‘iA/ 

? ob  ecfr  ' 


|n-^ica*e  additional  informotion  obout  yourself,  Including  any  special  cxpericnco,  which  might  be  pertinent 


^ J. 


i 


30*  Have  you  ever  seen  tliis,  or  a similQr  object  before.  If  so  give  date  or  dates  and  location, 


ADDRESS 


TELEPh:  - £ NUMSER 


* With  you  of  the  time  you  Saw  the  object?  (Circle  OneJ 


31,  Was  cinyor 


31.1  tr  V ■ . c^swered  YES,  did  they  see  the  object  too?  (Cifcic  One) 


31.2  h:  - Mst  their  nomes  and  addresses 


Zone 


St  otp 


Yes 
Yes  I 


f >y 

CC€,0  /.r^C/ 


City 


34.  Date  you  cofTDlefod  this  qu«stionnolr 


ich  yDu  pertinent  and  which  is  not  odequately  covered  in  the 
'r  a noffotive  explonatlon  of  your  sighting. 


U.S.  AIR  FORCE  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION 


questionnaire  has  been  prepared  so  thol  you  can  give  tlie  U.S*  Air  Force  as  much 
inlor'T'rrjon  as  possible  concerning  the  unidentified  neriof  phenorrenon  that  you  have  observed* 
Pfecse  *ry  fo  answer  as  mony  questions  os  you  possibly  con.  The  information  that  you  give  will 
be  for  research  purposes.  Your  name  will  oof  he  used  in  connection  with  any  statements, 

concisions,  or  publicotions  without  your  permission.  We  request  this  personol  information  so 
fhcr  i5  deemed  necessary,  we  may  contact  you  for  further  detoMs, 


1.  When  did  , see  the  object? 


Month 


Y p Of 


2.  Time  of  day:  -- 


Hour 


Mi  nutf?  s 


(Circle  Onci: 


A*M. 


Time  Zor-e: 


(Circle  One); 


o*  bostern 
b*  Centra! 

c.  Mountain 

d.  Pacific 

e.  Other  — 


(Circle  One);  a*  Daylight  Soving 

b.  Standofd 


4,  Where  were  you  when  you  saw  the  cbject? 


peatol  Addr^fss 


City  or  Town 


StatA  or  County 


5.  How  ion^  ^:rs  object  in  sight?  (Trr^i  Deration) 


5*]  H"**: 
5.2  W:rs  :;i: 


s*  Certain 

r 3ir ty  certain 

5 ’ fn  sight  deterrr ■n*:; ? 
-t*  ■ S'cht  continuous’-? 


Hour* 


Mi  nutAS 


C-  Not  very  sure 
d.  Just  a guess 


Yes 


No 


Sftfdnd  s 


6*  What 


O 


f the 


U M t 


■qht 

oudy 


NIGHT 

a.  Bright 

b,  Cloudy 


7<  IF  you  saw  the  cb;ect  during  DAYLIGHT,  where  was  the  SUN  located  os  yog  toolced  at  the  object? 


(Circle  OneJ;  a, 


In  front  of  you 
In  bock  of  you 
To  your  right 


To  your  left 
Overh^^od 
Don*t  remember 


FORM 

FTD  OCT  62  164  Thin  ft'rni  T 1 Tl  jul  I , uigr!i  in  oh>ic«1e't^« 


8p  if  you  ^icw  *he  ob|ecf  NIGHT^  what  did  yr>y  noficr?  cc  earning  th'i  STARS  ond  MOON? 
8.1  STA^"  C/rc/r  8p2  MOON  (Ctrclty  On<j); 


k ' 


* 


O,  Bright  moonlight 
^ b-  Dul I moon ! igh* 
c*  No  moonfight  — pitrli  dark 
d*  Don't  r«*memb©r 


9.  Wh::f  wonther  conditions  at  the  time  you  sow  thr-  object? 


CLCj?'?  r^rcic  O'to): 
o.  C!"^o-  - Zy 

b. 

c*  clouds 

d»  Thick  T''  heovy  Clauds 


^EATHF^?  (Ctrclc  Ono): 

Op  Dry 

b*  Fog,  or  light  min 

r.  Modfjrnf''  or  hoovy  roin 
dp  Snow 

r.  Don't  ^omnnnb^?r 


10*  Thi  obj^c'^  appeared:  (Circle  Ono); 


o.  Solid 

b,  Trc'^ro'^ent 

c,  Vopcif 


dp  A^  c tight 
Op  Con *r  remember 


n.  !"  i*  cpoea-?d  os  o light,  wos  it  b 

Cp  Sfighfer 
b.  Dimmer 


than  the  brightei+  stors?  (Circ^  O^eJ: 

c*  About  the  some  \ 

d*  Don't  know 


IK)  Co'"ra-e  br’ghtn''ss  to  so'^  e common  object; 


12. 

i 

1 

The  ed::es  r’  ch-ect  were* 

fC.^rie  7 '^^;  Fuz^y  or 

L " br 

c . Sh3«^c  iy  ojrl ' ' *d 

Dri*'N 

c*  Othe 

r — ^ 

— - -— — — — — — ^ 

13. 

Did  tr.e  c:-,^  ir 

(Ctre 

fe  One  for 

coch  question)  • 

G,  Apo-r-r"  s^'Ond  StiU  nt  ony  tinin? 

Y^S  r 

No 

Don't  know 

b,  y :^ceed  up  and  rush  owny  nt  any  time? 

No 

Don't  know 

c.  Darts  nr  oyofede'^ 

'Tf'S 

No 

Don't  know 

d,  G . ^ 

Yes 

No 

Don*i  know 

e.  Chortle  cn^^n^ss? 

% ■ 

Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

f*  Charge  sne^e? 

Yes 

No 

Don't  know 

g.  Flash  or 

f ’■■ 

No 

Don't  know 

h.  Disappear  :;nrFi«*apt>err? 

Y<'s 

No 

Don't  know 

i 


UHCLASSIFtilD 


DIPAXTMSNr  OF  THI  Al*  FOR« 
STAFF  NfSSAGF  QXAH04 
irKOAONG  MESSAGE 


AF  IN:  13:2c  ^'23  67)  S/csh 


PE  1 of  5 


. actio::: 


^ f,  I 


SMB  EC'2  ’i-i'CiiCS  75 
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RuEDFIA/AR  iCKT  PATTERSON  AFB  OHIO 
R UEDHc>\/  C5a  F wash  I NGT  ON  D C 
R UFDnDA/O  SAP  HQ  USAF 
R'jFDfvRA/35  0 A C FT  LEE  ^fS  VA 


BT 


uNa 

C 035  07  APR 

67 

lA’:: 

* rp  c, - 

7 the  FaLO;/ 

1 [,G 

RAOa 

“ ^7  . A 

V ' ^ 

LP  ^ ^ ^ ^ ’ 

ON,  R OA  HOKE 

RA 

A.  D 

u U V ( i 

IC:-.  OF  THE 

CB.; 

(1) 

S 'L  .lF 

(2) 

APPPD  ■ 

‘A’ElT  12  FEET 

(3) 

S IL  VEF 

(4) 

0 1'.'  E 

i , ■ 

V I • 


1 mJ 


IAMTER.  overall  height  15  FEET, 


(5)  lyA 


I 


AFHQ 


fO»H 
JAS  H 


0-309C 


3 


14.  Did  itic  obj  set  difioppenr  while  you  were  watching  it?  tf  so,  how? 


15i  Did  the  c:  move  behind  aornething  at  ony  time,  port icu lor ly  a cloud? 


f C / ^ r ^ 

(t  rr>*v  osh  ind: 


y 


tJo 


Don't  Know, 


IF  you  emswered  YES,  then  fell  what 


]6,  Did  the  GC  5C?  move  in  front  of  so“ething  at  any  time,  particularly  o cloud? 


fC/rC'-:-  Tne): 
in  fron*^  ^f:  _ 


Yes 


No 


Don't  Know, 


IF  you  an s veered  YES,  then  tell  what 


17*  Tell  in  c tew  wor  ds  the  f o!  I owing  things  about  the  ob|ect; 

/ ■ / 

o.  ^ _ "i  - . ^ 

b-  Color  . . - - ^ - 


W*  wish  'riow  the  angular  size.  Hold  a match  stick  at  orm's  length  in  line  with  o known  object  and  note  how 
n^ch  of  tne  object  is  covered  by  the  head  of  the  match*  If  you  had  performed  this  eKperiment  at  the  time  of  the 


ighMng^  h=w 


much  of  the  object  wnuld  have  b^.-^en  covered  by  the  match  head? 

/ ' ' ... 


19,  Drew  :: 

of  tr  e OL  .'-‘T" 
piece  cm  ’'-r 


'‘nc  t 


will  show  the  sh  of  the  object  or  objects,  t_cbel  ond  include  in  your  sketch  any  detoils 
:u  saw  such  wines,  protrusions,  etc.,  and  especially  exhaust  trails  or  vapor  trails* 

d-?  th^  dra-%^irg  show  the  direction  the  object  was  moving* 


^ f 

i 


\. 


/ 

r- 


V 


I 


20*  Do  you  think  you  can  estintofe  flie  spe'cd  of  tlie  oLioct? 

fC^>c/^0^1e^  i^Ycs  ^No 


* C 

IF  you  YES#  then  what  speed  would  you  esttmoto?  _ . _ 

m 

21*  Do  you  th  con  estimate  how  for  oway  from  you  the  object  was? 

fT'-^eOne)  ( Yes  No 

k 

IF  you  onswered  YES#  then  how  for  cwoy  would  you  say  it  was? 


22,  Where  were  ou  located  when  you  sow  the  object? 
fCirc/e  One  ?; 


Oi  Inside  o ;:uMding 
J b.  In  o ccr 
c.  Outioo''s 
d*  In  on  olrolone  (type) 
e*  At  sec 

f*  Other  _ 


23*  V/ore  you  (C/rc/e  OneJ 

o.  In  the  business  section  of  o city? 
b.  In  the  residential  section  of  o city? 
j c<  In  open  countryside? 
d*  Near  on  airfield? 
e*  Ffy  ing  over  a city? 
f*  Flying  over  open  country? 

9*  Other  ^ - . ^ ^ ^ 


ir  you  wer* 


stOVING  IN  AN  AUTCvOElLE  or  other  vehicle  ot  the  time,  then  complete  the  following  questions; 


24*1  Wlict  d'rection  were  you  meving?  fCiVc/e  One) 


o,  Nor*n 
b*  Nor*heost 


LZSt 

Southeast 


e.  South 

f.  Southwest 


^ r a 

24-2  how  were  you  moving?  V.  - vj . miles  per  hour* 

24*3  Did  y^u  stop  at  any  time  while  you  wore  looking  at  the  object? 


fCjTc/e  One) 


Yes 


No 


a * E 
b.  Su^ 

Ca  WinCi-*  e - 
d*  Wire?-  : 


g*  West 
h*  Northwest 


t thfovgn 

erry  of  the 

following? 

Yes 

No 

c*  Binoculars 

Yes 

No 

Y^s 

Na 

f*  Telescope 

Yes 

No 

Yts 

Ne 

g.  Theodolite 

Yes 

Mo 

Yes 

Ns 

h.  Other  

26.  In  order  thcr  you  can  give  as  clear  a picture  os  possible  of  what  you  r.aw,  describe  in  your  own  words  a common 

object  or  ob|e':*s  which,  when  placed  up  in  the  sky,  would  give  the  same  appearance  os  the  object  which  you  saw, 

/.  - / 


I 


, O'-Gw  3 picfjre  that  wHI  show  the  rGofion  that  the  object  or  objects  mnde.  Place  an  at  tl^e  beginning  of  tht 

pet'-';  o ot  the  end  of  the  path,  ond  shu^  any  changes  in  direction  during  the  course. 


29.  IF  there  ^'gs  VOPE  THAN  ONE  cb'ect,  therr  how  many  were  there? 

Draw  -3  pir*.'e  gt  how  they  were  arrc'-^ed,  and  put  on  arrow  to  show  the  direction  that  they  were  traveling, 


> 


fi 


30^  Have  you  ever  seen  this,  or  a similar  object  before.  !f  so  give  date  or  dates  and  locotion* 


31,  Was  cnyr : :.e  ^irh  you  ot  the  trrre  you  sow  the  obfect?  fC/rc/o  OncJ 
31,1  if^  ^ -r^swered  YES,  did  they  see  the  object  too?  (Circle  Ono) 


Yes 


Yes 


3K2 


list  their  names  and  addresses: 


v»  the  fo[[Qwtna  Jrtformation  cbout  yoursel 


rr>t  Nnmey 


\ f 


33.  When  end  te  did  you  report  tiiat  you  had  seen  the  object? 


Month 


Ycjar 


34.  Dcif»  you  completdd  thti  questionnaire 


Doy 


Mor^rh 


y*or 


35,  Information  which  you  feel  pertinent  and  which  t%  not  odequotely  covered  in  the  specific  points  of  the 
qu»Jtionnc('r  or  o norrotive  explonotton  of  your  sighting. 


/ / 


ANALYSIS  TEST  REPORT 

/. n.'-.  I L-i  .■•"il  (HAYA 


SUBJECT 

Ajial7'!?is  of  Samples  From  Paved  Road 

TEST  NR 

7-3; 

TASK  NR 

6010212 

SUOMtTTffD  2r 

Tlilia-..  F.  Marloy,  Jr.  - TDET/UFO 

DATE  RECEIVED 

pun PCS 2 

’li>  d emine  the  presence  of  a iliuii/iwble  mtej 

‘lal  in  a sajnj>i.c  removed  from 

a road 


FACTUAL  DATa 

T-*o  ssLiiriles  1‘omoved  f 


‘oad  siv 


Gr£i_  f’l’  D 


■ n 


* c.  I rt 


The  initiaicr  requested  the  £nal;i'sis  to  detcimnc  if  a flammable  liquid  could  have  bat  i 


applied  to  *..*5  road  surface  and  the  liquid  ignited.  Sample  7-837  was  taken  fran  the 


biirjit  area.  a. 


Both  i'am 


A . A 


^ AT 

CL  * 


a 


le  7-8SS  v:a=  submitted  as  a reforence^aniple. 


extra c t.ed  with  c;u‘ban  tetiytchloridc  and  au  infrared  spectru 


spoctr’^.r:.  of  the  extract  vjas  idont.i  I'icd  as  a sr>ect>^-L>ra  o 


HR 


to  the  e>:trs.:~  of  the  referen.:?  saiAple 


CONCLUSIC^S 

The 


Lr.’  _ 


burnt  area  v:a' 


should  be  ricte 
re  oiduc . 


DATE  nSPOHTEO 

VJ  May  1967 

13 


■.*ies_  vrere  ar.alyzed  jiiJ'rared  mothodu.  Tiie  ; -a- :t  frojj  t; 


a very  flazaiiablo  liquid  v/ill  burn  laiddly  and  leave  no  dotoctaVile 


SISHATURS 


/( 9 

5^  ^ / 

WIU.I/.U  .1.  CItAV/FOrtD 


13 


SUaORDiHR  (Rt*f  ASDR  SO-4) 


CONTINUED  OH  FirVtlfiaE  SIDE  [™] 


L'SJi  OF  J?FSPO.V5JiJLK  KLUMKNT 


IK  I Ml  TJ  A T 6.  =s 


r-/ 

ORGM  5YM  30^ 


y. 


■_  X ^ ^ / 


\2.  a=»=-OV£D  by 


13*  CMlEE  (Ronponmtb}**  iCtrment) 


SvogpL 


t_X  T 


FO.^  USE  OF  SUPPOf^T^VG  F/.FAFF/VT 


14,  estimated 

DATE 


IS,  PROJECT  EHCIHEE*)  OW  PLANNER 


le.  CHIEF  (Support ir* A Ftf'm^nt) 


I )1-:akijokn  ons’EkVAToav 
NORTHWtiSTl-KN  LlNIVl-RSITY 

KVANSTON,  lU.INOlS  W'JOI 

10  1-iay  1967 


l-TD  (TDF.tr) 

.^(sscarch  and  Aerial  Phenomenon  Division 
Wrlsht-Pa  tterson.  Air  Force  Baf^e 
Ohio  l’r^433 

Attn:  Major  Hector  Quintanilla 

Dt;ar  Major  O.uintar.l  ilo; 


"hiclosed  is  the  retort 


w'C  -<  V 

er  with  nc-spEtpc 


h 

r 


on  mj'  in  vest  ice  t ion  of  the  siphtinc 
Fiill,  Vi  rein  ia,  April  ]9e7j 
aceomts  of  tiie  inaidcrit. 


Yours  truly, 


Ulillam  T 


Powers 


*■ 


SIGHTUiG  OF  21  APRIL,  19^7 
SOUTH  HILL,  VIRGIKIA 
by  C.  H.  Crowder 


I nve  c t i p/ibed 


I 

n 


0=  Saturday,  April  22,  I907,  nationwide  coverage  was  giveii  by  tiiu 
nr--"*  to  renorbs  of  a sighting  of  a large  UID  seen  taking  off  from  a road 
ir  South  Hill,  Virginia.  The  investigator  arrived  on  the  scene  at  about 
9:  A.m. , April  23rd,  I967.  He  was  met  by  Sgt.  S.  H,  Raines  of  tlie 

Viriiinia  State  Police,  who  provided  transportation  and  valuable  assistance 


ar.i  i-.ivice  during  the  entire  investigation 


Lt.  HedrlcVis  of  State  Police 


Heaucuartors  in  Aijpoviato}:,  Virginia,  had  authoriaad  full  cooperation  aiid 
had  also  conducted  his  own  investigation,  the  resvilts  of  which  he  made 
available,  Coo^jeration  fi'ora  the  Virginia  State  Police  could  not  have  been 
given  more  freely,  and  was  of  great  help. 

The  pa'lncipal  witness  was 

(703/ ^47-f(>l77)  manager  of  a fertiliser  warehouse  just  on  the  northea; 


corporate  limits  of  South  Hill. 


lwT5,  is  married 


ar.i  has  children;  during  the  investigation  many  people  including  all  the 


lolice  indicated  that 


c excellent  standing  in  the  cojnmunity,  is 


a responsible  citizen,  and  would  by  no  means  be  involved  in  a hoax  or 


falrehcod.  "If  anyone  buc 


Id  im.de  the  report,"  the  coniiuents 


C3 


have  b&li^vsd  “but 


it  happened. 


i 

y. 

» 

\ 


X w ri-»*  -■  • w X t 


n 


fhe  second  witness,  who  caw  a portion  of  the  event,  is  Mr 


“who  owns  extensive  tobacco  lands  Just  south  of  and  bordei'ing  on 


the  rcau  on  which  the  incident  took  place.  He  was  not  as  well  known  as 
Mr.  Crc'ider,  but  seemed  pei’fcctl;/  honest,  even  to  the  extent  of  sticking 


/ 


i 


by  h‘.j  sx.cry  when  at  one  point  a oerioiu  discropatiey  (label-  i-onolved) 


aeve,  -;c. 


*i_  • ^ 


report  civen  the  ['ollouliig  picture  oi  the  events  oi 


^ ’^TL  ♦ 


iad  beer.  vorXirs  la  be  ovi  hi  a boohs  at  Wie  '.warehouse,  and 


le.  . _t  about  9; 00  o,i-„  I33T,  At  bViia  time  the  shy  v/as  entirely  clarlt* 
Cro‘  drove  norbli  out  of  the  warehouse  parhivs  lot,  along  u dirt  road 
per-::.;  3 l/U  rniie  lonji,  eni  turned  vrest  on  bo  Ccunby  Route  7^7.  The  rond 
deau-ends  at  two  residences  just  east  of  this  point. 

By  reao’iobruetion,  tue  events  that  foXlciwed  were  time-i.  Three 


secenis  after  turning  onto  route  7^7’, 


saw  in  his  hoaddights,  about 


t-et  ahead  of  him  in  the  center  of  the  road,  a .Itirge  ob,Teet.  Two 

J 

?.2;:;3  ”3re  visible,  each,  about  6 inches  in  dinneter  aiid  angled  out  somewhat, 
j-U’-p . raing  a cyliniriaai  object  Vfitli  a flab  bottom  and  a dome- shaped  top. 
T’:ia  vjrsieal  angular  subtense  of  this  object  vac  about  one  inch  at  ariiiVs 
lur.pt..  (jO  inches),  sc  the  vertical  size  projected  to  the  apparent  location 


U 


i aoout  17  feel 


estin-jAted  the  object  to  be  I6  to  lb  feet 


in  v^r  -z:.Z  diinansiour , :.:ib  counting  the  legs  which  i-aiseO.  the  object  some 


V » - at  - — 


off  the 


t.,_ 


Tue  lateral  dimension  he  estimated  to  bo  about 


in  color  tni- 


t resembled  a darh.  alumintcn,  sirailar  to  a lai*gc 


risr. 


ar  the  warehouse 


i..  Lrier  so  get  5.  better  look. 


irove  closer,  to  ^/ithir.  about 


R5CJ  f'.-’-  ci‘  the  object,  which  took  about  y secot.is,  and  then  s’uitehci  on 


ni 


headli.ghto.  After  a de.ley  of  k or  J;  secoriis,  there  appeared 


D£?A:iTM£)4r  OF  THE  MU  F0»a 
STAFF  MESSAGE  S/tAHCH 
liiCOMlNG  MESSAGE 


Ai'  iri:  13113 


Pg  2 of  $ 


K'fi.  n c : 


- ^ppp^  ox  I II  Y i5  felt  I U HE  IG  l-(T  1 Nd  ID  1 HG  F OlR 
E3 -3  01220  UNO- AS 


L F. G5  'V H ! 3 ., I? E E ST  I MaT ED  TO  DE  APFT^ 0 X I MA i EL  Y 3 1/2  EEE.T  T ALL 


OB  JE 


a 


-aped  similar  to  a ‘.ater  Tank  ah  oval  top. 

BJECT  LEFT  T H"  fi^GlPD  THE  EXHAUST  WAS  A Vi  HITE 


C7)  V/Hi  ( ' r-  J 

FIRE  APmOX  34aT£LY2  FEET  1 ;i  0 lA-'ET  ER  . 


(3) 


II 


I 

I ; *• 


■ L ;r!U 


v9)  Wk 


— - ^ -rr--  I 

* I-.  . V ..  I M 

# u ^ ! 


OK  OF  COUISE  OF  CEjECT  i 


( i>  0 5 SER  vER  E NT ER ED  HA.RO  S iji  Fa Ci  f;  OAD  FR  OM  a V;  AR  E HOUSE  A 

s?c:t:-:  .exct  just  as  r£  ca  -;e  over  the  crest  of  tte  road. 


(?)  0 3 T r£  JCJiDi 


(5)  0 5 SLR 


GO  I 1.G 


;F  .as  ST  ILL  11 
SiT  JP. 


,S  Car  AfT)  THE  OBJECT  DISAPPEARED 


(4)  0 £ £L?  VLR  F.IPCRTEO  THE  SS^iCi  WENT  STRAIGHT  UP  AID  l£  LOST 


SlG-iT  S 


L IMITES 


P,=ROX  IV-ATE.  ( 2 CR  3 HUi'DRED  FEET  DUE  T 0 T l£ 


VJ 


(5)  inst  a ■ 

(6)  0 B J L 


H I 5 C/v"  • 


* I V 

J ^ I T i J -J 


S-'l  UPWARDS. 


SlBi_E  FCR  C'LY  A SECOIO  CR  TV/O 


C.  MAULER 


sERVaT  I OK: 


I ♦ t ^ 


f 

I . i 


0-309 


4 


3 


suddenly  a brilliant  white  colurari  of  fire-like  v?hite-hot  molten  steely 
directly  under  the  object,  the  colujrn  being  about  l8  inchesa  in  diameter. 
The  dcvr-vard  jet  could  be  seen  splashing  off  the  pavement.  At  the  same 
instant;,  the  object  appeared  to  rise,  and  was  out  of  sight  in  "just  a snap 
of  ths  fingers."  At  no  time  did  Crowiier  hear  any  sound j the  car  window 


was  onen  next  to  him. 


id  not  actually  see  the  object  in  flight j he  says  only 
that  he  coujd  see  "something  going  up,"  The  white-hot  flame  did  not  travel 
upward;  but  disappeared  an  instant  after  it  appeared,  leaving  the  road 


burnin."  with  orange  flanss.  Vfhen  the  "tremendous  burst  of  white-hot  g 


c r' 
V fcJ 


or  flanL3"appeared, 


s reaction  was  to  stoj)  his  car.  At  this  point 


he  saw  the  lights  of  another  car  coming  toward  him  from  the  west,  and  turn 
i.Tizo  rie.-mian  Martin's  road,  to  the  south. 


len  drove  past  the  smoldering  patch  on  the  road,  which 
was  still,  flickering  in  a few  places  the  size  of  a hand;  this  was  about 
15  seconds  after  the  initial  burst  of  white  fire.  Apparently  the  flames 
on  the  Duming  road  began  to  subside  as  soon  as  the  flash  was  over,  Crovrder 
proceeiei  directly  to  the  police  station  (state  police)  in  South  Hill. 


X ^ V 1 .A  -W  luH.  ■ 


wara 


trooper.*  Crawford  and  Murphy,  and  a newspaperman  from  town 

/7oT 

the  scene  to  search  it,  /The  patch  of  burned  tar  was  still  /}CC  C^t>n''JC'~ 

\ 70  ^ 

tsuch  when  they  re turned J The  troopers  first  found  three 


burned  matches  in  the  center  of  the  burned  spot  (enclosed  in  brown  envelope), 

■V 

The  matches  ware  of  the  paper  book- type,  and  were  completely consumed; , they 
did  not  givi  the  appearance  of  having  been  burned  \/hllc  held,  but  rather 


appeared  uniConnly  carbonized  frcm  end  to  end. 


A thorough  search  was  then  conducted  ori  the  road  aroimd  the  bux*iicd 
area,  tha  shoulder.5  oi‘  the  road,  and  the  wheat  Tields  on  either  side  oi‘  the 
Tozi  which  the  wheat  was  green  and  was  perhaps  lb  inches  tall),  nothing 


az 


unusual  was  found.  The  search  was  conducted  with  the  aid  of  t’wo  cars  * 


hz-l^igixts  and  with  hand- held  six-cell  flashlights. 

The  following  morning,  another  Inspection  of  the  scene  revealed  four 
small  holes  (see  enclosed  diagram)  spaced  at  the  corners  of  a square  ap- 
prcxi-'Atcly  11,5  feet  cn  a side,  centered  on  the  bumod  area,  iilach  hole 
was  isout  X/2  inch  in  diameter.  Two  of  the  holes  (irs;  and  Sii)  had  straight 
eyixnirical  sides  and  blunt  bottoms,  and  were  about  3 A d^^ch  deep.  The 
Ocher  two  were  less  well  defined  and  were  shallciwer,  about  3/3  inches  deep. 


— ■'fc  ^ • V 

^ J bi  * 


■oopers  who  had  cor.iucted  the  search  the  urevlous  nirht  arc  p>csitive 


chaz  the  holes  vei'c  not  there  durlnr  the  first  search.  The  holes,  however, 


3.rnll,  and  a test  mads  at  night  using  car  hoadligUts  alone  showed  that 


they  would  not  be  visible  under  low-angle  illujidnation,  appearing  as  just 
ar.otmsr  shadow  among  msm:;/.  The  troopers,  hwever,  insisted  that  they  could 
not  nave  ovorloohed  the  hales  if  they  had  been  there  on  Friday  night. 

Cn  Saturday  mcrrr.iag,  Crowder  went  to  see  Martin,  to  find  out  if  Martin 
hai  mmythir.g  the  trsvious  night.  Crowder  said  that  he  was  careful  not 


to 


e»- 


in:"thing  away  toout  what  he  had  seen  himself.  Martin's  stoi-y: 

;._ly  had  been  visiting  a sick  relative  in  the  hosjiital 


n town,  ar  i left  there  about  b:30.  They  arrived  back, 


hcuce  at  aoout  B;lx5  to  9:00  p.ra.  Mrs 


into  the  house,  and  Mr, 


f 'used  outside  the  house,  in  a position  x/hare  he  was  looking  north 


over  his  wheat  field  toward  the  road.  He  saw  a car's  headlights  coirdiig 


froir 


/•.rehouse,  and  while  the  body  of  the  car  was  hidden  by  the 


whca*,  ohe  glow  of  the  headlights  wns  visible  travelliiig  along  route 

be  s:;e  vest.  As  the  car  travelled  vest,  the  large  tree  alr.iost  directly  north 


luctdenly  was  illui^inated  by  a brilliant  white  light,  which  also 


liv  a large  pine  tree  some  seventy- five  feet  north  of  the  road  and  from 

■9 

Hewpolnt  just  to  the  left  of  the  large  tree  at  the  roadside. 


The  Lllurtii nation  was  exceedingly  bright,  and  appeared  to  rise,  travelling 


rc-pisly  up  the  tree.  It  then  vent  out. 


was  puBzled  by  this  phenomenon 


but  vhen  nothing  fui'ther  happened  he  went  into  the  house.  He  did  net  know  at 


that  time  that 


iiad  seen  the  light,  nor  did  Crovrder  know  that  Martin 


had  seen  it. 


This  testimony  seemed  to  be  in  conflict  \fitf 


E tory , for 


Crovier  liad  said  he  sav  car-heafilights  turning  into  the  Martin  driveway 


^could  not  possible  have 


just  a fter  the  brilliant  flash  of  light; 
seen  the  same  event.  However  neither  man  would  change  his  story  in  the 


sll"htest  when  confronted  i/ith  this  discrepancy,  Ms 


finally 


sugrssted  that  the  headlights  might  have  turned  into  a house  just  west 


of  tme  entrance  to  his  farm,  so  that 


Is 


(only  about  feet  farther  west)  for  th< 


►tghb  have  mistaken  that 


"end.  That 


LI! 


Tu'  vo  be  the  c^. 


0 lived  in  the  house  in  question. 


fv.''  " 


at  about  nine  p.m.  his  wife,  who  was  in  the  northwest  bedroom 


(fror.  which  tiie  scene  of  the  sigliting  was  not  visible)  saw  lights  as  from 
a car'.-  heacUights  turning  into  their  driveway.  Hov/ever,  nobociy'  knocked 


on  the  :,ocr  and  she  assumed  that  someone  hrxd  marely  turned  around  in  th^ 


* 


D 


driveway.  If  that  were  the  case,  then  the  discrepancy  is  cleared  up.  The 
occupants  of  that  car  r»ay  well  have  seen  the  phcnoiienon  and  turned  a;:ay;  if 
tney  ”sre  r.cgrosc,  which  is  quite  likely  considering  that  the  white  occupants 
i;.  c-'.*.':  area  are  a3J.  accounted  for,  then'  they  would  have  reason  to  refuse 
tc  cyrjroach  hright  lights  flashing  on  a lonely  roadj  this  region  Is  a sort 
of  Ltirltual  headquarters  for  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  and  there  are  frequent 

f 

gathe rings  for  the  entertaining  purjjose  of  "listening  to  sate  nigger- talic" 
frotr.  cne  guest  .speaker  cr  another. 

net  actually  sec  the  ob,)ect  whic 
he  Z3.'y  only  the  unusually  intense  lllvurJ. nation  of  the  trees.  Since  he 
saw  Crowder's  car  going  aown  the  road  at  the  sane  time,  it  is  not  possible 
that  the  illiutilnation  car.e  fron  the  caj  's  headlights;  not  only  would 
r.cauiights  be  too  dir.,  cut  they  could  not  have  illuminated  the  pine  tree 
set  well  back  from  the  road,  Finndly,  as  the  car  approached  the  trees, 
tne  illumination  should  ha*/e  appeared  to  progress  downward  instead  of  upward, 


Tl'I^TS 


Two  tests  were  perforined  by  the  investigator  with  the  aid  of 
£gt,  ruir.ss.  The  first  involved  making  a crude  impact  tester  (see  diagraia) 
for  tc=  y.rpose  of  ssrsir.i  how  easily  a l/2-inch  hole  could  be  rade  in  the 
real  "ur-  -te  (tarred  grav^el). 

The  impact  tester  consisted  of  a weight  mounted  on  the  end  of 
a boaru,  t;.e  other  end  of  which  was  hinged  to  n ss\allcr  double  thickness 
of  bcaru  in  which  a person  could  stand  to  hold  the  api^aratus  steadi''.  Just 
beyori  whs  weight  a l/2-inch  bolt  was  fe.stencd  through  the  board,  protruding 


7 


downvai*'!  about  j/4  inch,  A meta]  plate  i»ac  usoJ  to  ciio tribute  the 
i:rp2  2‘..  3y  allowin';  the  wei£;litecl  end  of  the  board  to  fall  from  the 
ver'vl'r-C  onto  the  pave:nent,  the  bolt  could,  be  driven  into  the  surface 
n repi'oducible  and  kno’./n  impact. 

The  veieht  resting  on  the  bolt  \?ith  the  board  horizontal  iras 
a“,  ■ pound."  j and  the  aifference  in  height  through  which,  the  weight  fell 


V's 


^ 1^ 


inches.  Our  tests  were  made  near  the  four  eclating  holes,  with 


depe„:  of  penetration  as  ioU.ows 


Test  llo. 


Penetration,  in  units  of  l/3£  inch 


13 


15 


(near  IIS  hole) 
(near  S.y  hole) 
(near  GW  hole) 


Average  - 


13 


(near  ir.v  hole) 


13.6/32  inch 


If  it  is  8ssu:r.ei  that  the  deceleration  after  impact  was  uuifon:i. 


^ 

^ 10*  * V* 


average  force  f required  to  stop  a weight  W (that  has  been 


cratcci  by  gravity  do'A'r.v/ard  through  a distance  h)  acting  over  the 


per.2’-;-atior.  depth  d,  is  simply 


f - V/h/d. 


w ; 1 


th  j 


T.-.i  per.etratisr,  will  depend  on  the  square  of  the  /clocity,  so  the 
ar.  objecs  to  produce  a given  penetration  will  depend  on 

i-:i  ratio  of  iss  impact  velocity  V to  tlie  impact  velocity  Vo  in  the 


tea 


ion;  V \f3.z  12,6£  feet  per  second,  by  calculation.  V7  indicate 


s 


the  tv;  '..'jight,  and  W the  v/eight  as.sociatcd  v/lth  velocity  V: 

W = 47.5  (V/IP.6)'^  per  "leg",  for  13/32"  penetration. 


4 


¥ 

b 


Examination  or  the  reoults  of  the  impact  test  slioved  sij^iificanfc 
differences  between  the  intact  holes  and  the  northeast  oricinal  hole,  which 
was  tas  most  clearly  delineated.  The  impact  holes  had  sViarp  edges,  and 
stcr.5J.j  or.  the  edges  and  in  the  vails  of  the  holes  had  been  sheared  through: 
th?r“  V5re  no  signs  of  sheared- through  rocks  in  the  northeast  original  hole. 
Arc^r.d  the  northeast  crisinn].  ho.le  was  a rim  of  tar  ^/hich  had  apparently 
ocj--.:  up  as  the  hole  was  made;  the  impact  hoJes,  on  the  other  hand,  showed 
share'  edges  with  no  signs  of  flow  of  the  tar.  The  iiirpact  holes  were  fivl] 
of  vnite  powder  from  shattered  rock;  none  iras  seen  in  ths  original  holes, 
although  36  houi*s  tiad  passed  before  arrival  of  the  investigator,  and 
for^ti^n  matter  had  been  blown  or  pushed  into  the  holes, 

Tiie  indications  apparently  are  tliat  the  original  holes  were  made 
at  ccnsiderably  lower  velocity  than  the  impact  holes,  which  means  in  turn 
that  the  weight  involved  hei  to  be  larger  than  84  po'inds  per  leg  (correcting 
for  depth  of  original  holes).  In  fact,  if  the  velocity  is  thi^ssed  at  as 
equal  to  1/2,  1/4  and  l/lO  that  of  tlie  impact  test,  then  the  weight  over 
the  northeast  niark  etusv  be  approximately  84,  13*f0  and  B400  poimds. 

A"  zero  velocity  ths  equaziori  breaks  down,  and  because  of  the  flow  charactci*- 
iszics  of  ■car  the  higher  weights  (going  with  the  Hover  velocities)  should 
bs  ccrreczei  downward,  I leave  a more  exact  analysis  to  those  better 


c * 


r>0 


5 tests. 


Kevortaeleos  the  indications  are  that  a 


T*3 


1 


slowly  onto  the  objects  which  made  ths  narks. 


rash 


znar.  a light  weight  (such  as 
oy  intact  with  the  road. 


the  end  of  a pickaxe)  niiking  a hlgh- 


Tne  second,  test  involved  attempts  to  reproduce  the  burn-j.*.ark  on  the 


9 


road, 
not  be 
af-uer 


The  firr.t  ttjst,  iioing  keroaene,  failed  because  the  keroaene  could 
lit  with  a match,  A piece  of  burning  paper  finally  started  a fire. 


perhaps  twenty  seconds  of  burning,  and  then  the  fire  progressed  in  a 


narrcTiT  strip  across  the  wetted  patch  of  road,  da^^nwind,  unti3.  it  reached 

« 

the  ether  edge,  where  it  weiit  out.  Total  burning  time  was  on  the  order  of 


ter;  r.inutes. 

A quart  of  gasoline  was  then  spi'ead  over  an  area  similar  to  the 
original,  and  set  afire  with  a match.  The  first  attempt  to  light  it  by 
drorping  a burning  m^tch  into  the  center  failed,  beca^ise  there  was  not 
enough  oxygen  despite  the  brisk  wind;  the  match  was  put  out  by  the  gasoline. 


The  second  match  was  applied  at  the  edge  of  the  vetted  area,  which  then 
burs*  instantly  into  flame.  The  flame  burned  at  essentially  a constant 
rate  for  about  fifty  seconds,  and  died  out  at  sixty-eight  seconds  of 
elapsed  time.  A heavy  black  smoke  was  created,  which  formed  a black 
semicircular  area  about  a foot  in  extent  on  the  pavement  dowiiwind  from  the 
burning  patch;  a siisilar,  but  much  lighter  and  barely  visible,  area  was 


to  'oi.  seen  KliS  of  the  original  patch,  the  downwind  direction  for  the  night 


of  the  sighting. 


effect  of  the  gasoline  fire  on  the  road  v/as  far  greater  than 


* -I 

iV  , J.  ^ 


ae  original  burr,  shoved  (although  comparison  was  somewhat  difficult 


due  uhe  lapse  of  tire  and  failure  to  keep  traffic  off  the  evidence). 
The  p'-.-.c-i.cc  fire  melted  a great  amount  of  tar,  which  formed  into  ijooIs 
Ko  peels  at  all  ai*e  evident  in  the  original.  The  flow  of  tar  in  the 
gasolir.;  “cst  resulted  in  disappearance  of  many  stones  under  a coating 
of  tar;  all  the  stones  in  the  original  jjatch  rcjitaiJicd  visible  and  were 


1 


10 


Tree  oi’  3oot  tit  lonst  aU  tht  oi'  the  coiapariaon.  The  atoriea  in  th<:^ 

or i iji/.E-j-  patch  each  had  a slif^htly  raided  rirn  of  b.i-i£-ht  tar  around  t)io 
edi’/ii,  r-z.  It’  raolfcen  tar  hod  been  blown  up  ai-ounJ  the  otonca;  the  stoneo 
dr.  ...-  ;>?*soline  test,  IT  they  remained  visible  above  the  tar,  sbowocl  no 
iz.'-:  raise  a- rill’,  effects,  G^hc  teat  area  t^'as  burned  the  most  in  the  upwind 
dir-  - lion,  the  pooling;  ox'  tar  bcin.^  "reotost  tliea’a;  the  oricinal  patch 
*.ras  . 3 sent;la.lly  uni  form  over  all  its  urea. 

There  i^ere,  in  other  v/ords,  noticeable  dl.fi’orcnces  bctwee.‘n  tlie 
ori^7i.-.al  patch  and  the  results  of  the  burn-tost.  It  is  pios.'iible  to 
ir.oerprot  the  original  patch  a.‘j  beings  the  I'osuit  of  a high- temperature 
bla:s  airected  doivnirard,  playing  over  the  surface  of  the  road  for  a short 
tis.i . Trie  raised  rliis  o:‘  tar  aro’und  the  stones  suggest  that  the  tar  became 
.lOtoer  than  the  stones,  owing  perhaps  to  its  black  color  and  the  generally 
lirh"  color  of  the  stc.'  es.  In  the  gasoline  test  the  stones  quickly 
ucr:ired  a.  coating  cf  and  were  black  as  or  b.l.acker  tlmr.  the  tar 

beferv  she  fire  went  cu".  The  fire  survived  only  a fuv/  seconds  after 
e;ir.'ic.scicn  of  the  ga  clir-i;  the  rapid  d^z-ins  oul  of  tlie  flomu.>  noted  by 


Crown  2 r could  moan  r. 


-L  much  wnaller  quantity  of  floirunsable  fluid  was 


c.  of  c hoax  was  irvolvel)  or  else  that  the  tar  ^raa  jpaiited  strict!J.y 


ts  toiip  r ratoro,  no  foreign  substances  being  involved. 
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Sainpltiii 


Samples  were  "fcaKeii  from  three  areas  {icientified  by  slips  of  paper 
inside  the  packing;  in  the  three  plxistic  containers).  I<;atoriiil  was  taken 
fra:;  the  center  of  the  burned  patch,  from  the  center  of  an  area  which  a 
*,rooper  had  blackened  by  applying;  a llf'hted  flare  to  it,  or  fuse,  and 
irs.a  an  area  well  a.»ay  from  any  affected  part  of  the  road.  The  sampler,  were 
scraped  up  with  the  end  of  a tire-iron,  which  was  paintcil  black. 

An  attemi^t  was  then  made  to  get  casts  of  the  three  holes  \;hicli  were 
ncs  as  well-defined  as  the  northeast  hole.  Ggt.  Raines  poured  plaster 
cf  Paris  into  these  hoies  with  paper  clips  arranged  to  permit  pulling  out 
she  plugs.  It  was  anticipated  that  some  difficulty  night  be  encountered, 
so  the  best  hole  was  left  untouched.  The  southeast  hole  gave  the  most 
difficulty  due  to  izs  depth;  finally  the  road  had  to  be  chipped  careXiilly 
avay  from  the  cast,  not,  hov/ever,  without  dmi^iging  the  cast,  Avll  re- 
crrerable  pieces  are  enclosed,  t'^aterial  which  alhcred  to  the  casts  was 
IzIX  on  them,  Tlie  other  tvfo  casta  were  pulled  out  directly  with  only 
rdr.or  damage.  These  casts  are  wrapped  in  cotton  in  the  empty  cotton-box, 
vhich  also  contains  ohe  envelope  with  the  matches  in  it.  In  retrospect, 
cf  -jc  irae,  one  can  think  of  several  more  intelligent  ways  to  obtain  impres- 
ei:„s  of  the  hole?  vi shout  damaging  them,  such  us  using  modelling  clay  or 


/■< 
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Conclusions 


This  is  a peculiar  c:aoe^  prit.^irily  "because  of  the  apparentl.v'  excellent 
r -5 _i ability  (in  the  sense  of  truthfulness)  of  the  principal  witness.  If 


takes  the  description  of  events  as  eivon  by  the  witness  at  face  valucj 


hi.',  the  physical  evidence  follows  loeically  froir.  the  position,  appearance. 


a: 


behavior  of  the  object.  The  object  had  legs;  irarks  were  left  on  the 


^rtund.  The  object  was  lai*ee;  the  rfi:u:ks  could  have  been  irade  by  a heavy 
cs.ect  settling  slovi;,’-  onto  the  pavement.  The  object  departed  with  a blast 
cf  very  high- temperature  fltuie  that  splashed  off  tJie  road^/ay;  the  tar  vac 
irr.ited  by  the  f larges  died  iimnediatciy  away;  the  appearance  of  the  burned 


area  indicates  a blest  of  heat. 


On  the  other  heal,  if  one  considered  only  the  piiyslcal  evidence  so 
for  available  and  so  far  analyzed,  he  would  be  bound  to  co:iclude  that  a hoa:^ 
was  highly  probable.  The  presence  of  iratchec  suggests  that  gasoline  (bat 
much  less  than  a quart)  was  used  to  ignite  a patch  on  the  road;  a clever 
and  energetic  eneugh  person  could  have  nadc  the  holes  in  the  paverrieiit , 

Tne  fact  that  the  hcl-es  were  not  discovered  until  the  next  day  strongly 


suggests  that  they  vera  put  there  after  the  sighting  bat  before  the  inspec- 
tion ths  f ollo»  ieg  cay.  The  Irre.qular  bub  siiarp  outlines  of  the  burn  and 


*:r:p  :'?rraity  of  the  TwUrn  argue  against  the  idea  that  a downward  jet  p.'Luyod 


^ i-  . 


i TzziLf  at  least  in  one  fixed  position;  the  absence  of  any  autwa.rd* 


direeP^i  blast-rrarks  gives  similar  cause  for  doubt  (although  if  the  heat 
were  applied  direct  I;'"  as  heat  ludiation  there  vouldbs  no  bl-ast  tiarks). 

In  words,  the  appearance  of  the  physical  traces  can  be  used  to  ar-iue 
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ri'%.''.inst  the  factuality  or  the  story  told  by  Cro’.fder.  A£;ainot  that,  va 


weigh  the  fact  the.t 


Td  is  considered  unquectionuble  by 


e one  who  knows  hlra.  Sgt.  JRuines,  for  example j has  known  Crowder  for 
r;  *^n  years  and.  has  the  same  high  opinion  of  hir.. 

At  this  wTitingj  therefore,  In  the  absence  of  any  additional  clues 
cr  the  results  of  chemical  analysis,  the  only  conclusion  that  can  be 
c-T’svn  is  that  the  witness  probably  did  see  so^tething  out  of  the  ordinary, 
bo 3 that  we  cannot  rule  out  the  possibility  that  a hoax  was  perpetrated 
by  so.rnc  person  or  persons  other  than  the  principal  witness.  A possible 
h..i=s:  is  involved,  bus  evidence  for  it  is  not  clear. 
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ihh:  sojtk  kill  case 


evidence  and  insight  into  the  UFO  case  that  occurred  on 
ril  21,  1967^  at  South  Hill,  Va,,  was  obtained  during  a two-day 
ip  bo  that  city  on  Deceraber  16-17  and  from  Tollow-up  investigations. 
A dosen  of  the  principals  in  the  case,  including  Clifford  Crovaier 
who  raported  the  sighting,  iiiere  interviewed.  The  interviews  were 
recorded  on  tape. 
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This  report  has  been  prepared,  w'ithout  charge,  for  use  by  the 
r Force  Project  Blue  Book  and  by  the  University  of  Colorado  UFO 
uiy  Group,  No  other  use  or  release  is  intended  by  the  author, 
chout  specific  written  permission,  - * 


Even  these  two  agencies  are  cautioned  against  public  use  or 
cren  publication  of  ths  few  paragi*aphs  p.irrkcd  with  a triple  asterisk 
vrhich  contain  candid  quotations  from  the  interviews  or  author 
conclusions* 


It  is  assu-ned  that  the  I'eadei'  is  familiar  with  the  general 


details  of  the  South  Hill  case  and  ha 
report  pror-arod  by  V/illiaTi  T * Powers 
for  the  Air  Force,  dated  Nay  10,  196? 


s read  the  official  case 
of  Northvjestern  University 


'CO 


This  case  seCi^s  to  this  author  to  be  an  especially  interest- 
one  for  several  reasons t 


t 


It  demonstrates  that  physical 
superficial  examination  seem 
Gxtivi-  terrestrial  visitations 
quite  a different  conclusion. 


evidence  which  may  upon 
to  px'ovide  evidence  of 
can  actually  demonstrate 


It  shows  ho;: 
UFO  case  can 
conclusica  a 
entertained 


fail\u-e  to  report  the  full  details  of  a 
nislead  the  genexvil  public  into  a false 
r.d  add  to  the  illusion  thati  the  Earth  ha 
extra-terrestrial  visitors. 


s 


It  illustrates  that  matiu’c  adults  with  good  reputations 
in  a coor'inity  are  not  necessarily  bcj'ond  attempting  a 
£p\u’icus  UFO  report,  if  only  as  a psych ol.ogical  experiment. 


Philip  J,  Klas3‘^*'**'\ 
/96O  M Street  SV/  X 
■j  i/ashingbon  DiC,  20021;  j 
i Jcinnary  9,  1963  \ 
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The  Evidence 

The  credibility  of  Clifford  Crrwford's  story  that  he  saw  a larf;e, 
tari-L -shaped  object  sitting  on  four  legs  on  East  Farrell  St,  shortly  before 
9 p,r..  on  the  evening  of  April  21,  1967,  and  that  tlie  object  suddenly 
disappeared  with  a blinding  flash  that  left  the  asphalt-macadam  road  afire, 
rests  on  the  following: 

1,  The  burned  spot  on  the  road.  According  to  some  accounts,  the  rocks 
in  the  jirea  were  still  warm  to  the  touch  when  Cro;/der  and  the  local 
police  returned  to  the  area  a few  minutes  later, 

2,  Four  tiny  holes,  or  '‘padprints,"  measuring  apf>roximabely  ^ inch  in 
diameter  by  ig  inch  deep,  which  were  found  at  the  site  the  following 
morning  but  not  on  the  evening  of  the  incident, 

2*  The  statement  by  Korman  Martin,  who  lives  600  feet  south  of  East 

Farrell  St,,  that  he  saw  bright  illumination  on  trees  near  the  burned 
spot  for  a brief  interval  at  approximately  the  time  that  Crowder  says 
the  incident  occurred, 

h.  Mr,  Crowder's  lorig -standing  reputation  in  the  community. 


The  Burned  Spot 

Crowder' s stcr;*  is  that  the  brief  but  intense  burst  of  fire  emitted 
by  the  object  when  it  took -off,  or  disappeared,  set  fire  to  the  asphalt- 
macadam  road.  On  at  least  fourteen  occasions  during  bivo  recorded  inter- 
views, Cro/der  referred  to  flame  and  fire  on  the  road.  For  added  confirma- 
tion, upon  returrlr^  to  Washington,  I wrote  him  to  ask  if  the  road  was 
r.erely  smoking  or  if  he  saw  actual  flamej  if  so,  how  high  were  the  flames 
and  approximately  hew  long  they  lasted. 

Crowder  replied;  "The  road  was  flaming  after  the  flash  of  light*  At 
first  the  flame  was  aboub  3 ft,  high,  V^^ien  I passed  the  flame  was  going 
cut;  I would  guess  2-3  inches  high,  VJhen  I first  saw  the  flash  I stopped 
ry  car  at  once... I would  guess  the  time  as  60  seconds  or  more  from  the  time 
I saw  the  flash  tefere  I passed  the  burning  pavement." 

ether  im^estig aters  have  assumed  that  the  asphalt  was  set  afire. 

-■JT  ;.r?:-10;T  Vr'IU.  :;cr  S*J??0ilT  CQ-IBUSTION,  according  to  Blalce  Cornthvraite, 
rtutirirj!  engineer  cf  The  Asphalt  Institute  in  Vlashington  D.C,  Asphalt 
car  naze  to  b'crn  if  its  temperature  is  raised  to  hOO-^OOF,  bub  when 
t:e  -^"--ernal  source  of  heat  is  removed,  THE  ASPHALT  WILL  MOT  CONTI MUE  TO 
ElTl}'.  cooks  over  and  puts  itself  out,'*  according  to  CorntPiwaite . 

It  is  true  that  fast-curing  types  of  asphalt,  which  are  dissolved  in 
naptha,  might  briefly  support  combustion  for  several  days  nXter  being  laid. 
But  within  a week,  90^  of  the  naptha  will  have  evaporated.  And  the  road 
on  East  Farrell  St*  was  not  freshly  laid,  even  if  fast-curing  asphalt  were 
usad. 
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THIS  Mi''AKS  THAT  THK  BUftNlCD  SPOT  ON  THE  ROAD  WAS  PRODUCED  BY  SWE 
TYPE  OF  FLAI'II'IABIjE  LIQUID  OR  MATERIAL.  This,  conceivably,  could  liave 
been  deposited  by  the  "object",  by  Crowder  himselX,  or  by  others. 

If  the  flammable  material  was  deposited  by  the  "object,"  then  it 
was  ignited  by  the"object"  in  the  process  of  take-off.  If  deposited 
c:~  Crowder  or  others,  it  would  have  had  to  be  ignited  by  more  conventional 
r.£  ans . 


The  Charred  Hatches 

Some  time  after  Crowder  broughb  the  local  police  to  the  site,  he 
drove  home  to  toll  his  family  of  the  incident,  V/hiln  Crowder  was  absent, 
police  officer  B.O.  Murphy  discovered  three  completely  charred  paper  matches 
within  the  burned  spot  on  the  road,  "approximately  6 inches'  inside  the 
northeast  side,"  according  to  Murphy' s written  report.  State  Trooper 
Jar.ss  A.  Cravrford,  who  also  was  present  at  the  time,  found  a fourth  paper 
natch  in  the  burned  area,  also  completely  charred.  Kxirphy  said  the  three 
Hatches  he  found  were  so  close  together  "they  could  have  been  covered  with 
a half  dollar,"  according  to  his  report* 

Tire  FACT  THAT  ALL  FOJR  HATCHES  VreHE  COHPLETSLY  CHARRED  INDICATES 
TrlAT  THEY  V/ERE  OH  THE  ROAD  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  FIItE. 

The  discovery  of  these  cliarred  matches  produced  an  interesting  reaction, 
tut  not  a surprising  one,  among  those  present,  (Recall  that  Crowder  was 
at  home  at  the  time.) 

Trooper  Cravjford  decided  not  to  bother  to  report  the  Incident  (Crowder' s 
UFil  report)  to  his  LTLmediatc  superior,  Sgt.  S.H,  Raines,  head  of  the  local 
cffice,  "because  I didn't  think  there  was  anything  to  it.  That's  my  opinion 
after  ve  found  the  matches,"  Cirawford  told  me, 

I asked  Trooper  Crawford  if  any  of  the  other  officers  present  also 
vsre  suspicious,  -ie  replied:  "I  think  ever^'one  was.,. after  we  found  the 

matches 

The  law  enforcenent  officers  were  not  the  only  ones  whose  suspicions 
vera  arcused,  Rocert  L.  Harris,  part-time  reporter /photographer  for  the 
Klchr.cr.i  News-Leader , who  was  present  when  Murphy  and  Crawford  found  the 
r.= .le a,  responded  in  this  way  when  I asked  whether  the  matches  had  aroused 
sur:rt;i*n3  of  a "In  ry  mind  it  did,  because  I hesitated  until  ? a.m, 

befer-:  I nailed  rr,*  film  into  the  newspaper.  I just  went  and  put  iry  camera 
away  ar.d  said  (here  Karris  hesitated)  well,  you  know,  Crowder  is  a highly 
the^eght-of , upstanding  maa,  I think  he' s a man  of  integrity,  personally, 

I'v2  kTiown  him.,,1  lived  in  his  horae  in  an  apartment  when  my  v;ife  and  I were 
first,  married. , ,1' ra  sure  you've  found  Crowder  is  well  thought  of.  But,  I said 
well,  .here's  the  iruitches,  you  know,  I said,  vrcll,  I’ve  wasted  ity  film,  I 
don’t  even  think  I'll  send  it  to  the  newspaper," 


-I,- 

Then  events  took  a strfinge  twist,  Harris  diJicussed  his  suspicions 
with  Harry  Nanny,  publisher  of  The  South  Hill  Enterprise,  a weekly  nev;s- 
paper,  W’ho  iilso  had  cone  to  the  scene,  "V/e  began  to  talk,"  Harris  said, 

"and  between  the  two  of  us  we  decided  that,  ah,  Crowder  had  seen  us  toko 
these  pictures  and  would  expect  to  see  sone thing  in  the  paper,  you  know. 

And  v;e  knew  that  ho  had  seen  something  — we  didn'  b know  what  it  was  **■' 
and  so  we  decided  to  go  aJiead.  So,  at  2 a,m.,  I put  my  fiijti  on  the  bus 
to  Hichjriond.*'  The  incident  appeared  in  a feature  storj'  in  the  Richmond 
ii'ws  Leader  and  was  quickly  picked  up  by  the  wire  services  and  given 
national  coverage. 

The  one  person  interviewed  who  attempted  to  minimize  the  significance 
of  the  charred  matches  was  Crowder  himself.  Late  in  the  interview,  he 
casually  mentioned  the  matches;  "Now  another  thing  they  did  find,  I think, 
in  that  same  spot,  they  found  some  matches,  either  one  match  or  two  matches, 
the  ch.'irred  remains.  But  you  see  there  were  so  many  people  there  smoking 
cigai'ettes  that  night.., that  was  when  the  State  Police  got  into  it,  you  see, 
that  is  when  they  found,  they  claimed,  these  matches  — it  was  cither  two 
or  three  burned  match  sticks,  these  paper  matches  around  the  site," 

"But  to  mo  that  didn*  t mean  a thin^^,  on  God*  s earth,  you  know,  so  far 
as  somebody  startir;g  a fire  was  concerned.  As  man;if  people  as  t^tere  vrere 
around  tTiere  smoki.t;'  cigarettes  and  dropping  matches,  don’t  you  see," 

Later,  I asked  officer  Murphy  (who  found  the  three  matches)  whether 
they  could  have  been  dropped  by  visitors  at  the  scone  after  lighting  cigar- 
ettes, He  replied  positively:  "No,  no... no.  They  had  to  have  been  there 

(before).  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  someone  to  have  lit  a cigar- 
ette and  the~~m.atctes  to  have  been  burnecT  T£lte~  that , Hsirris  agreed : 

•’■Vhen  we  picked  tnem  up  they  just  crumbled  to  ashes," 

It  is  simply  impossible  that  the  charred  matches  or  partially  burned 
matches  just  happened  to  be  clustered  together  on  the  precise  spot  that 
the  UFO  chose  to  land,  and  that  they  could  have  remained  so  clustered 
despite  the  landing  and  take-off  (or  explosion)  of  such  an  object. 

It  seems  an  interesting  coincidence  that.  Crowder  himself  smokes 
and  he  uses  book  ^ “.aner)  matches  to  light  his  cigarettes. 


The  Four  "Fadprints" 


i> 


A'-'hrugh  the  officers  did  discover  the  small,  chai’red  matches  on  the 
rurnsd  asphaln-nacadiun  road  on  the  night  of  April  21,  they  did  not 
over  even  one  of  the  four  holes  within  six  feet  of  the  burned  spot* 
Thic  raises  the  question  of  whether  those  "padprints"  were  indeed  there 
cn  the  night  of  April  21,  or  whether  they  were  created  in  the  pre-dawn 
heuri  of  April  22+ 


If  only  one  of  tlie  four  holes  had  been  discovered  that  night,  it  is 
probable  that  all  four  would  have  been  found,  so  there  were  four  "opportun- 
iri'3"  for  discovery.  Trooper  Crawford  told  me  that  he  and  Murphy  made  a 
cardful  search,  bending  down  low  over  the  road,  using  a 6-cell  flashlight, 
Crawford  finds  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  holes  could  have  been  overlooked. 


S['t.  Raines,  who  heads  the  local  Virginia  State  Police  office, 
acknowledges  that  Trooper  Crawford  "is  a right  thoj'ough  fellow,  and 
\ ordinarily  I'd  say  that  when  he  says  the  holes  weren't  there,  they  weren't 

there,"  But  Raines,  who  is  a member  of  the  same  church  as  Crowder,  says 
he  is  sure  tliat  the  holes  were  there  that  night. 

He  explains  that  the  reason  they  were  not  found  is  that  Crowder  liad 
described  the  UFO*  s legs  as  being  $-6  inches  in  diameter  and  so  the  officers 
naturally  were  looking  for  large  indentations  on  the  road,  not  tiny  holes. 
Raines  adds  that  the  next  morning  when  he  was  told  of  the  four  holes  and 
vfsnt  to  the  site,  he  still  had  trouble  finding  them  in  broad  daylight. 

But  trooper  Crawford  says  that  when  he  heard  about  the  holes  the 
next  day  and  returned  to  the  site  at  night  to  see  ii*  he  could  spot  then 
in  the  darkness,  he  said  he  did  find  them  "without  being  shown  where  they 
were," 

If  the  holes  were  there  on  Friday  night,  it  would  neither  confirm  nor 
deny  the  possibility  of  a hoioc.  But  if  the  holes  were  NOT  there  Friday- 
night,  then  the  case  is  clearly  a hoax,  for  this  would  mean  that  they 
were  added  sometime  al'ter  midnight  (when  the  officers  left  for  the  night) 
and  the  following  morning. 

If  the  "padprints"  were  added  in  the  pre-dawn  ho\irs  of  April  22, 
it  seems  safe  to  conclude  that  this  was  done  to  provide  additional  evi- 
dence to  support  the  original  story  and  to  counteract  suspicions  raised 
by  the  discovery-  of  the  charred  matches.  As  of  midnight,  only  a handful 
of  people  knew  of  the  discovery  of  the  charred  matches.  Clifford  Crowder 
was  one  of  this  handful. 


So  far  as  is  known,  Crowder  was  the  first  man  to  return  to  the  area 
the  next  morning,  at  approximately  7 a.m,,  while  on  his  way  to  work. 
Although  Crowder  took  time  to  stop  and  talk  with  IJorman  Martin  about  events 
cf  the  previous  night,  Crowder  insists  that  he  did  not  stop  at  the  site 
Itself  for  even  a brief  inspection.  It  is  surr»rislng  that  Crowder  would 
not  show  more  cui^iosity,  especially  since  he  was  so  early  for  work  on 
a Saturday  morning  and  is  the  itianager  of  the  fertilizer  warehouse. 

But  as  a result , Crowder  was  not  the  first  to  discover  the  four  small 
hclas.  Certainly  he  viould  have  found  them  if  he  had  stopped  to  inspect 
■r.e  site.  lior  is  it  known  who  was  the  first  to  discover  the  holes.  None 
tr.3  dosen  persons  interviewed  claimed  this  honor,  nor  did  they  know 
v'o  had  first  shotted  them. 

£gt.  Raines  said  ho  was  sitting  in  Crowder's  office,  only  1,000  ft, 
awsy  from  the  site,  when  he  received  word  about  the  four  holes.  Raines 
says  he  promptly  left  to  visit  the  site  and  see  the  holes.  But  again, 
Crowder  showed  a surprising  lack  of  curiosity  about  this  important  new 
disoovery . He  told  me  that  it  was  not  until  an  hour  or  two  later,  when 
ns  cLTOve  heme  for  lunch,  that  he  stopped  to  see  the  newly  discovered  holes. 


f 


Dviring  tlie  first  interview  with  Crowder,  he  spoke  of  "ashes'*  that 
had  been  found  on  the  burned  spot  that  night.  (Apparently  this  was  a 
reference  to  residue  from  "fusee"  flares  which  the  officers  had  used  in 
an  experiment  to  try  to  ign:y;e  the  macadcun  road.)  V'iien  asked  if  the 
ashes  had  been  analyzed,  Crovrder  explained  that  they  had  been  washed  away 
because  it  "poured  down  rain  that  night  after  this  happened. , .came  a good 
hard  shower  of  rain  sometime  during  the  night." 

If  it  had  indeed  rained  between  midnight  and  daylight  the  following 
cay,  and  if  the  four  holes  had  been  there  the  night  before,  there  should 
have  been  some  rainwater  in  the  holes  when  they  were  discovered  Saturday 
rning  * 

I asked  Sgt.  Raines  if  he  liad  found  anything  in  the  holes  v;hen  he 
arrived  at  the  site  around  10-11  a.m.  He  replied:  "There  v/as  nothing 
in  them."  Any  water?  "Ko  sir,"  he  responded.  When  I explained  tliat 
Crowder  had  said  that  it  rained  that  night,  Raines  responded  heatedly: 
''Cliff's  not  sure  about  that,  is  he?  That's  an  opinion.  There  wasn't 
any  rain.  There  wasn't  any  rain." 

Had  it  rained?  Robert  Harris,  who  said  he  remained  at  the  site 
until  shortly  after  midnight  and  who  put  his  film  on  the  2 a.m,  bus  for 
Richmond,  did  not  remember  ar^  rain.  Mor  did  others,  except  for  George 
Uoley  of  radio  station  WthVS.  Utley  had  worked  until  ai’ound  1 a.m.,  he 
recalled,  and  he  remembered  a little  rain  at  the  time  he  left  for  home, 
everyone  seemed  to  recall  that  Satiu*day  morning  had  been  bright  and  sunny. 


Upon  returning  to  Washington,  I checked  the  Vfe.'ithar  Bureau.  They 
tcld  me  that  their  station  at  Raleigh,  H,C,,  approximately  60  miles  to 
the  south  of  South  Hill,  had  reported  traces  of  precipitation  from  a.m 
:-llowed  by  several  h/mdredths  of  an  inch  starting  around  1?  a.m.  Richmond 
cjcut  70  miles  to  the  north,  had  reported  a trace  of  rain  at  a.m,, 
followed  by  several  hundredths  of  an  Inch  starting  at  It  a.m. 


This  suggests  that  Crowder  was  awake  in  the  veiy  early  morning  hours 
of  April  22  since  he  vas  the  only  one  to  recall  the  "hard  shower," 


Norman  Martin' s Role 


Mr,  k Mrs,  Ncrmar.  Martin,  who  live  approximately  600  ft.  south  of 
*.  Jarrell  St,,  were  visiting  Mr,  Martin's  mother  in  the  local  hospital 
Tvening  of  April  21,  Mr,  Martin  says  they  over-stayed  the  normal 
ear  of  vi  si  tint  hours  by  perhaps  10  minutes,  which  would  mean  they 
err. if  the  hospital  room  at  about  8;ij0  poiti. 


Allowing  5 minutes  for  the  Martins  to  walk  to  their  car,  and  another 
5 minutes  to  drive  home,  they  should  have  arrived  at  thoir  driveway  and 
t'irr.ei  south  from  East  Farrell  St,  at  approximately  8:$0  p,m. 

Working  backward  for  Crowder,  he  arrived  at  the  local  police  station 
a few  moments  tifter  9 p,m.  Allowing  9 minutes  for  him  to  drive  to  the 
station  from  the  site,  and  a minute  or  two  for  the  time  he  says  he  waited 
for  the  flames  to  die  down,  this  would  place  the  time  of  the  incident  at 
somewhere  between  8:^0  and  8:55  p.m« 
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Thus  the  Mortins  were  arriving  liome  frca  the  hospital  at  roughly 
the  sane  time  as  the  incident  would  have  occuiTod,  according  to  Crowder'  o 
account  * 


And  Crovjder  says  he  sav/  the  headlights  of  a car  heading  east  just 
after~thg  intense  flash  ol'  light  set  fire  to  the  road  atid  that  the  car 
turr.ad  south,  seemingly  into  the  Martin  driveway,  (See  Powers  report,  p.  ?.) 


THIS  CAR  WAS  II®EED  THE  M/iRTOJS,  VrifY  DID  TtfEY  NOT  SEE  TH/C  FLrillES 
:A  ROAD?  THEIR  CAR  WOULD  K/WIS  BEEN  OriLfTToO  FEET  AWAY  AT  THE  TiMK. 


AND  VHiY  DIDN'T  THE  It/JITIMS  SEE  THE  HE/iDLIGHTS  0?  CR0VH)ER'S  CAR? 


To  resolve  this  hard-to-ansv/er  question  and  to  explain  the  apparent 
conflict  of  Mr.  Martin' s statement  that  he  saw  an  Intense  flash  of  light 
on  the  trees  near  the  site  while  standing  in  his  backyard.  Powers  and 
cohers  have  concluded  that  the  car  that  Crowder  saw  was  NOT  the  Martins. 

Instead,  the  "“stery  car"  that  Crowder  saw  is  assumed  to  have  turned 
south  into  the  drive  of  the  C.A.  King  residence,  approximately  200  feet 
west  of  the  Martin  driveway.  It  is  reasoned  that  Crowder  could  easily 
huve  erred  in  thinking  the  car  turned  into  the  Martin  drive  when  in  fact 
the  "mystery  car"  merely  turned  around  in  the  King  drive  and  headed  back 
toward  South  Hill* 

Porers  wrote  in  his  report:  "That  turned  out  to  be  the  case.  Mr.  Kirg, 
who  lived  in  the  house  in  question,  said  that  at  about  nine  p.m.  his  wife, 
who  was  in  the  northwest  bodroom  (from  idiich  the  scene  of  tlie  sighting  was 
rot  visible)  saw  lights  as  from  a car's  headliglits  turning  into  their  drive- 
v=v.  However,  noboev  knocked  on  the  door  and  she  assumed  that  someone  had 
merely  turned  around  in  the  driveway.  If  that  were  the  case,  then  the 
discrepancy  is  cleared  up," 

There  are  several  flaws  in  this  hypothesis.  IP  a "mystery  car"  had 
merely  turned  into  the  U-shaped  drive  west  of  the  King  house  to  turn 
arc— nd,  Crorr/der  shc'ild  have  seen  the  headlights  or  tail-lights  emerge 
in  a natter  of  seconds  and  would  then  not  have  mistaken  the  car  for  the 


Purthemore,  there  arc  no  windows  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  house 
(ircr.n  portion),  so  thac  anyone  in  the  northwest  portion  eoul.d  not  have 
feer  *he  lights  fren  a car  approaclilng  from  the  west,  unless  they  v/ere 
irc.cang  ouc  tna  frcnc  window. 

Finally,  in  an  intcrvi.cw  with  Mrs , C.A.  King,  she  flatly  denies 
chat  a car  could  have  tui’ned  around  in  the  yard  that  evenin,;'.  Here 
are  her  own  words: 

■''^Sy  daughter  was  in  the  front  part  of  the  house  (facing  East  Farrell 
St,} cleaning  ajid  I was  in  the  kitchen  (back)  and  she  said,  'Momma,  I thought 
I sav  lights  flash  and  I thought  a car  is  in  the  back... I'm  sure  it  was  a 
car  palled  in.'  But  it  wasn' t,  because  we  went  out  into  the  back  and 
there  wasn*  t anyone  there . 


-0- 


Thinking  perliaps  that  I had  misunderstood,  I asked  t "So  do  you  thin]c 

it  was  a car  that  turned  in?" 

* 

Mrs.  King  replied  emphatically:  "No,  no,  it  wasn' t a car,  because  we 
went  out  and  looked  and  there  wasn' t a car  anywhere  because  it  wouldn*  t 
have  had  time  to  pet  out  of  sight... This  is  exactly  the  same  thing  I told 
this  other  man  (?)  who  came  by  and  wanted  an  interview."  (Tne  King  house 
sits  on  a slight  rise  and  this  gives  a clear  view  of  traffic  heading  to/ 
frcm  South  Hill.) 

Before  departing,  I again  asked:  "You  are  quite  sui'c  then  that  there 
was  no  car  that  pulled  into  yoxtr  driveway?"  Mrs.  King  responded:  "No, 
because  ry  daughter  and  I both  went  out  onto  the  back  porch  and  she  went 
clean  out  into  the  yard  and  there  wasn*  t a car  going  or  coming." 

Illustrating  tbs  power  of  suggestion  and  the  impact  of  this  incident 
cr.  some  of  the  local  residents,  Mrs.  King  said  that  just  before  her 
daughter  came  in  from  the  front  of  the  house  to  report  seeing  a light, 

Mrs.  King  herself  had  seen  "a  light  flashing  in  the  back  icindow."  (This 
would  be  from  the  south,  from  the  direction  of  Martin' s house.)  Mrs.  King 
added  that  at  the  same  moment,  "I  heard  something  sound  exactly  like  a 
teeny  baby,  like  an  infant  crying.  Now  ny  daughter  had  two  children  but 
ti'.ey  were  both  fast  asleep,"  (Note:  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
report  of  a UFO  that  made  sounds  like  a crying  baby'.) 


Despite  this  evidence  that  there  was  in  fact  no  "mystery  car,"  and 
tr.at  the  car  that  Crowder  said  he  saw  was  in  fact  Martin*  s car,  it  is 
possible  to  resolve  most  of  the  apparent  conflicts  between  the  accounts 
of  Crowder  and  Martin,  as  will  be  explained  shortly. 


On  at  least  several  occasions,  when  Crowder  has  described  his  visit 
t-o  Martin  on  the  norr.ing  of  April  22,  Crov;der  has  emphasized  that  he  did 
not  describe  the  UFO  encounter  to  Martin  before  Martin  volunteered  that  he 
r.ac  seen  a brief  intense  flash  of  light. 


Martin  does  not  corroborate  this.  Here  arc  Martin's  own  words:  "He 

crc**=  drvn  here  tne~next  morning, . .We' d just  gotten  up,  I'd  say  between  7 
and  w o'clock.  Then  he  asked  me  did  I see  anything  unusual  around  here. 

W=l_,  there’  s nothing  unusual  for  me.  (Martin,  a homespun  humorist,  laughed.) 
Ann  1 : old  him  no.  I didn't  sec  anything  unusual.  And  he  got  to  telling  me 
actuo  tn.:s  thirig,  ann  I said,  *V/oIl,  Cliff,  I'lL  tell  you,  being  as  you 
mentioned  it,  I saw  a terrible  light  up  there  last  night* " . 

Martin  explained:  "After  he  brought  this  up,  it  made  me  think  that 
I don't  think  they  was  car  lights  there  (tJiat  he  saw.)" 


Which  man  is  telling;  the  truth?  In  the  first  of  tv;o  interviews  vdth 
Crowder  he  had  volunteered  the  following  comment  about  Kai'tin:  "VJell,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  Martin  is  not  considered  a very  reliable  citizen... 
he's  just  a very  ordinaiy  share-cropper  farmer. . .he' s not  considered  a 
very  substantial  citizen," 


i 
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Lator,  when  I aaked  Kariin  about  Crof’rfcier'  s reputation^  Martiii  replied 
”If  Kr.  Crowder ...( chuckles)  I can't  say  the  mfui  is  not  tellin{;  the  truth 
bccaTise  I don' t know  of  an>'  one  to  have  any  dcalin''S  with  him  to  say  he 
would  lie.  But  if  he  saw  anythlnf;,  then  I saw  the  li^ht  from  it." 

On  several  other  occasions^  Haj'tin  leaned  over  backward  to  hedge  his 
c ~.  claims  to  those  of  Crowder.  For  example;  "Like  I say,  I don't  know 
’.■•hat  it  was.  If  he  (Crowder)  saw  the  real  object  then  I saw  the  light 

— ~rt  ■;  ■t'  It 


Martin  explained  that  after  arriving  home  from  the  hosjatal,  his 
wife  had  gone  inside  vrhilc  he  vmlked  into  the  back  yard.  It  was  then,  he 
raid,  that  "I  saw  this  glare  go  off  there.  It  was  actually  quicker  than 
g car  light,  but  I just  took  it  for  granted  it  v:as  GOrr.ebody  headed  m 
that  house  and  many  times  I ' ve  seen  them  down  there  come  out  and  the  car 
would  shine  on  the  trees  there.  V/ell,  I didn't  pay  too  much  attention  to 

fj  - < 


Martin  volunteered  an  interesting  comment  about  the  remarkable  similar- 
ity beWeen  the  UFO,  as  described  by  Crowder,  and  the  large  aluminum  tank 
used  by  Crowder  to  store  liquid  fertilizer  which  sits  just  outside  his 
office  window,  "I  was  thinking  some  time  after  this  happened,  you  know, 

>lr.  Crowder' s liquid  nitrogen  tank  is  sitting  there  right  in  front  of  his 
cffice,  and  I wondered,  if  he  had  set  there  so  long  and  looked  at  that  big 
conk  sitting  there... when  he  comes  out  he  sees  a tank  sitting  in  the  road." 


(Approximately 
water  tanlc  that  sit,3 
drives  to  and  from  h 


a mile  away  from  Crovfder' s office  is  a largo  steel 
on  four  "legs" . It  also  is  readily  visible  when  one 
is  office  along  East  Farrell  St.) 


Although  Martin  says  the  light  he  saw  was  so  brightly  illuminating 
oak  tree  near  che  burned  spot  that  he  "could  have  shot  a sparrow 
uing  in  the  tree,"  his  reactions  at  the  tine  and  his  other  statements 
icate  that  the  incident  did  not  strike  him  as  extrordinary  at  the  time, 
exjunple,  he  die  not  take  the  trouble  to  walk  600  feet  north  to  East 
cell  St.  to  irr-'estigate  tV*at  night.  Nor  did  he  stay  outside  long  enough 
the  police  tc  arri\*e  at  the  site. 


A Trial  Ihusothesis 

^ ^ - - --  --- 


V 


:~urr.ing  arair:  to  the  question  of  hov?  it  was  possible  for  Croyrder 

ar  while  noitliei*  Mr,  nor  Mrs.  Martin  saw  the  burning 


^ . f . 

” '"-A  S'”  I * 7*- 


^ It,/ 


::tr  the  hoaoiights  of  Crowder's  car,  this  question  is  readily 


rescived  IF  Crowder's  car  was  not  on  East  Farrell  St.  and  IF  his  car 
lis-.cus  were  turned  offy  and  if  the  road  v;as  not  yet  afire*. 

referring  to  Hap  IF  Crowder's  c£tr  had  been  pjirked  in  the  drive 
way  tc  the  then -vac ant  house  (now  occupied  by  a family  named  Johnson), 
nd  if  Crowder' s car  lights  vjere  turned  off,  he  could  easily  sec  the 
ortin  car  coming  down  East  Farrell  St.  and  see  it  turn  into  the  Martin 
dri've-way. 

IF  the  incident  is  a hoax  in  which  Crowder  is  the  perpetrator,  he 


• * 


y /-  ' . ! f/ii' 
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would  park  his  car  while  he  poured  I'lajrunablc  fluid  on  the  road  and  lit  it. 

It  would  be  risky  to  park  on  East  r’ai’rell  St,  with  the  cor  lic)ibn  on,  for 
this  would  illuminate  his  activities  and  he  might  be  seen  by  someone  in  tVie 
King  house  or-  tlie  Powell  house.  Yet  to  park  there  without  lights  would  risk 
a collision  if  another  car  suddenly  came  alonfj. 

It  woxild  be  logical  instead  for  Crowder  to  park  in  the  driveway  of  the 
“Johnson  house,"  kno\<ing  that  it  was  then  unoccupied,  for  he  could  then 

off  the  car  lights.  (Note  that  Cro'wder  says  he  stopped  his  car  roughly 
s~.Dosite  this  same  driveway  when  the  intense  flash  of  light  occurred.) 

IF  this  hypothesis  is  correct,  Crowder  v;ould  be  very  alert  to  any 
approaching  car  while  candying  out  his  mission,  so  he  could  quickly  take 
cover.  If  the  Martin  car  came  over  the  rise  near  tlic  King  house  while  he 
was  pouring  the  flammable  liquid  on  the  road,  Crowder  certainly  would  take 
cover  and  probably  would  not  resume  his  activities  until  he  saw  the  Martin 
car  arrive  home,  its  lights  go  out  and  then  he  would  assume  that  both  Hr.  & 
Mrs,  Martin  (i.e.  the  car's  occupants)  had  all  gone  inside. 

After  lighting  the  fluid,  he  would  return  to  his  car  and  wait  for  the 
flames  to  die  down.  Then,  turning  on  his  car  liglibs  he  v;ould  turn  v/est 
(left)  onto  East  Farrell  St,  and  drive  to  the  police  station.  As  Crowder's 
car  turned  onto  Ease  Farrell  St,,  his  car  lights  should  illiuninate  the  oak 
and  pine  trees  near  the  burned  spot  and  it  would  be  this  illujnination  that 
Martin  reported  seeing. 

Because  of  a crop-off  in  elevation  and  the  intervening  wheat  field, 
Martin  would  not  be  able  to  see  Crovfder' s car  — only  the  illximi nation 
from  its  headlights.  (This  was  checked  by  placing  a car  at  the  site  and 
crying  to  see  it  from  Martin' s backyard.) 


Since  the  "Johnson  house"  v,'as  then  unoccupied,  Martin  would 
erpect  there  to  be  any  cars  coming  out  of  its  driveway.  Recall 


not 

Martin' 
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Statement:  "...m.a",'  times  I've  seen  them  down  there  come  out  and  the  car 
would  shine  on  the  trees  there.  V/ell,  I didn’t  pay  too  much  attention  to 
■_t,"  Certainly  it  did  not  seem  sufficiently  unusual  to  prompt  Martin  to 
walk  600  feet  north  to  East  Farrell  St,  to  investigate. 


This  trial  h;,— othesis  seems  to  fit  quits  well.  But  what  of  the 
r possibility,  that  Crowder  was  merely  the  victim  of  a hoax,  not  its 


rriediatel: 


at  50  ob.'ec 


ter  the  incident,  Crowder  said  that  he  had  seen  a tank- 
tg  on  legs,  Ke  described  it  as  being  metallic  and  he 
lected  light  from  the  car  headlights. 


But  more  recently,  and  later  in  my  interview,  Crowder  says  that  he 
believes  the  object  "was  a gas-filled  flaimnable  bag"  which  was  designed 
tc  disintegrate  when  illuminated  by  car  headlights.  On  several  occasions 
said  that  he  now  believes  the  object  was  "some  psychological  experiment 
thst  one  of  the  branches  of  the  armed  forces  is  fooling  with," 


The  question  arises  as  to  how  good  are  Crovfder' s powers  of  observati on ? 
Frier  to  driving  to  South  Hill  I had  prepared  eight  3b  slides  which 
were  designed  to  test  his  powers  of  observation. 
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CEPTIOX  or  THE  BlR  NT  MaTCHESTHE  REPffiT  SEEN£D  TO  BE  RELIABLE, 


1.-1  ■ 

^ ‘ 'J  *i  4-  V 1 


THE  BLRrJT  matches  COiXD  POlfJT  TO  A POSSIBLE  HOAX, 
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Thc  fjlides,  in  color,  were  tolcen  of  an  unfsmiliar  object  or  an  uruaual 
assemblage  of  objects  at  nig}it  against  a darkened  sky.  The  object  v;as 
illxminaoed  by  ti;o  photofD.ood  lairips,  one  on  either  side  of  the  conera,  to 
crado ly  simulate  the  illvarrination  from  tv;o  auto  headligiits.  One  ebjeeb,  for 
cr.ample,  vas  an  ancient  vjarrior' s helnict  from  Afghanistan]  another  \/as  an 
Old  Spice  aftcr-sliavc  lotion  bottle  placed  atop  a plastic  doughtnut.  .Still 
another  vas  a higlily  polished  clircmlum-plated  cocktail  shaker,  not  too 
cifferent  in  shape  from  the  Crcvider  UFO,  according  to  his  description. 

In  addition,  there  v;ere  tuo  slides  shov/ing  l^oratory  plasmas  and  a picture 
of  an  unusual  gas  laser, 

Crowder  was  told  that  each  slide  would  be  projected  foi"  appreximately 
five  seconds,  corresponding  to  the  time  he  had  said  he  viewed  the  UFO, 

The  slide  vjould  then  be  removed  and  he  was  to  try  to  {^sjiribe  the  object, 
not  to  identify  it.  During  the  tests,  he  seldom  v:aited  for" the  allotted 
five  seconds  before  he  was  ready  to  describe  v'hat  he  had  seen. 

Crovrdgr^  s d e s crlptions  were  so  acc^rrate  and  perceptive  that  it  seems 
CAiite  milikely  that  on  the  night  of  April  kl  he  really  saw  one  or 
h^n.^i^i  gtn*es""on  the  road  and  sc.riehovf  mistcok  them  for  a lart;c  netal~ 
tank  or  balloon  standing  on  four  legs. 

And  CrovKler  insists  that  this  is  w’nat  he  sa\^.  Me  has  medified  his 
ctory  only  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  it  might  have  been  a 'large  bai.loon 
■ *hich  disintegrated  suddenly  (to  fnqjlain  its  sudden  disappearance,) 

In  recent  months,  semeone  has  painted  '*P.V,  67  MOAX"  alongside  the 
burned  spot  on  the  road.  The  'T.V,”  stands  for  Park  VievT  High  School, 
suggesting  the  sign  is  the  work  of  local  teen-agers.  (Crowder  hijiiself 
has  a teen-age  daughter.) 


I asked  Crowder  if  he  thought  the  incident  of  his  UFO  encounter 
could  have  been  a hoao'  staged  by  high  school  students.  Jic  replied t 
'*Iv  was  too  coc:plicate:l  foi'  so.ta  high  school  kids  to  l*ave  built  seme 
balloon.  That's  wr.st  I always  thought  it  ‘was  (HOIH;  Hot  accox’dlng  to 
his  original  description) .It  appeared  to  be  the  sixe  of  the  uppior  half 
of  that  niti'cgen  tank  (outside  his  office)  and  it  had  those  logs," 


is 


"ues  Ipsa  I emuitur"  is  a Common  Law  expression  which  neons  "Things 
w 7cr  Thamselvis,"  or  "The  Facts  Speak  For  Thomsslvos."  This  applies 
.hr  South  Hill  ca.ss,  for  there  is  only  or..c  possible  e;q>lanation  which 
I 'My  consistent  with  the  known  facts: 


1.  "he  charred  natches  found  on  the  burned  spot. 


2 , 


fact  that  asphalt  will  not  support  cenibustion  and  Crowder’ s descrip 
tlon  of  Uie  high  flames  wlilch  he  says  persisted  for  an  extended  per.lod. 


3.  Crowdei"  s attempts  to  lalnimise  the  significance  of  the  charred  matches. 

h.  The  delayed  discovmy  of  the  "padpi'intG"  and  Cx'owder' s seeming  indiffei’ 
once  to  thei  r di.coovcuy. 
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Tko  inconsistency  of  the  size  of  the  " pedprints"  for  an  object  the 
size  which  Crov/der  reported,  which  would  result  in  fjintastically 
high  pad  loading  (Sec  Appendix  “A’*)*  ^'■ud  tlie  inipcrfoct  syiuneti’y 

of  the  "padprinf*  locations, 

p 

The  lack  of  symotry  of  the  bui’ncd  spot  itself,  a freo-fom  shape 
\;hich  suggests  it  kps  foiVicd  hy  the  chance  flov:  of  a flairjiable 
liquid. 

The  fact  that  Crowder  reported  seeing  the  Mai'tin  car  iir.Mediately 
after  the  road  vras  set  afire,  yet  neither  Kr.  nor  Hrs,  Hartin 
savr  the  flsr.es  or  the  headlights  of  Crovrder’  o car. 


r.es 


Iptia  Loquitur’, 


But  v.’hat  of  Clifford  Ci’owder’ s high  standing  in  the  eoiarunlty? 
The  truth  is  that  ai*.  out. side  investigator  is  only  able  to  deterwine 
w'hat  some  of  the  local  citizens  now  say  about  his  reputation  unless 
an  ir.‘dGptn  study  were  nadc  and  no  investigator,  including  this  one, 
has  attempted  such  a study. 


It  is  a matter  of  record  that  Clifford  Crowder  is  active  in  the 


fairs  of  his  chvu’ch,  the  Scutli  Hill  rIcthodlEit  Church 


Beyond  this 

it  is  difficult  to  tell  hovr  nuch  of  his  present  rep/utetion  is  his  cr./n 
ar.d  hov;  mtich  of  it  ztzxs  from  other  relatives  in  the  Crowder  "clan”. 


One  brother,  f,  Foster  Crowder,  is  a member  of  the  Virginia  State 
Highway  Dept,  A.nsther  brotlver,  J.L,  Cro'wdor,  v?as  a member  of  the 
*'ocklsnburg  County  Toard  of  Supervisors  at  the  time  of  the  incident 
and  was  running  for  ra -election.  Me  was  defeated  in  the  prliaary  held 
several  sncinths  afo?r  the  incident,  A cousin,  Charles  U,  Crowder, 
currates  an  insurance  agency  vriiich,  incidentally,  is  an  advertiser  in 
the  local  newspaper.  Dr  .Charles  H.  Crowder,  an  ii.D.,  is  a more  distant 
relaciva,  I v:as  told. 


-■■erv-  persen  innorviewed  spoke  highly  of  Cliffoi’d  Cr’OvaJei’,  and 
:n  •— I’lntcoreJ  a character  o nd or sciiant  ’.jithout  even  heins  asked. 


trarwer.  njetlng  Clifford  Growdor  for  the  first  time  under 
.nr'i.  -jcsual  circ'u:'.3tcrii'es,  almost  certainly  v/ould  give  him  a good 
chou'ainer  endorsemont.  A m;sn  of  he  is  so.fb -spoken,  sincere  and 
W'ell-r.annerod  • 


lot  it  is  difficult  to  prCfUct  what  any  person  will,  or  'will  not, 
do.  r.very  bank  attempts  to  liirc  only  people  of  unquost.i oncil  character 
for  positions  of  financial  rosponsibillty.  Tot  every  year  sees  disclosures 
of  enhczzlenents  by  Just  such  people,  followed  by  expressions  of  shocked 
Eurnrise  by  friends  and  Vjuslr.css  associates. 


\ 
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So  far  as  can  bo  determined,  Clifford  Crouder  v:as  not  and  still  is  not, 
what  could  be  tei’nied  a “UFO  D\iff,'* 

But  UFOs  “wore  in  the  air“  around  South  Hill.  The  toini  is  within 
range  of  two  ATTioricm  Broadcasting  Company  TV  stations:  V/LdH)  (Channel  8) 
in  Richmond  and  VJKAL  (Channel  ?)  in  Raleigh,  !i.C,  It  mcls  approximately 
six  months  before  the  South  Hill  incident  that  the  new  “flying  saucer” 
program,  “Tlie  Invaders"  began  on  ABC's  to3js vision  network.  (Mrs.  C.A, 

K:.ng  mentioned  that  sdhe  of  the  neigliborhood  children  v?atch  the  show 
and  vjere  therefore  quite  excited  over  the  Crowder  UFO  report.) 

Probably  a more  influential  program  is  one  by  Frank  Edwards,  called 
“Strangest  of  All,"  which  is  broadcast  evei'^f  ;d*  ter  no  on  at  1 o'clock  by 
the  South  Hill  radio  station,  Although  the  Ed;;ards  program  does 

not  limit  itself  exclusively  to  flying  saucers,  they  are  featured 
prominently  along  \;ith  other  supposedly  true  stories  of  the  occult  and 
supernatural • 

The  pastor  of  Crov.'dor' s church  wi'itcs  a regulfiT  colamn,  entitled 
“Btudy  Ta3Jc“,  for  The  South  Hill  Enterprise.  In  the  April  27 j 198?,  issue, 
the  first  to  appear  after  the  incident,  pastor  'dillian  Ma;/ton  devoted  his 
entire  column  to  the  subject  of  UFOs.  One  extract  from  this  column  is 
especialD.y  interesting:  "The  importaiit  thing  is  that  one  (UFO)  made 

the  scene  at  South  Hill  and  South  Hill  is  now  really  on  the  map.” 


This  proved  to  be  a masterful  undorstatenent.  South  Hill  ^fas 
ceI.ugeU  v;ith  visitors,  thousands  of  them,  immediately  after  the  incident 
was  reported  in  the  local  a.nd  national  press,  and  for  some  weeks  aftcr- 
wai'ds . 

Crov;dGi*  himself  has  achieved  national,  even  international  fame. 

Ho  has  received  telephone  calls  from  ar>  far  avray  as  Australia,  from 
U?0  Buffs  ’who  want  to  hear  him  describe  the  incident  in  his  ovm  t;ords'. 


Cl  * 


..  ^ 


- 


Sgt . Raines  says  that  Crowder  lias  become  “fed  up"  with  all  this 
ention  and  has,  on  occasion,  said:  “If  I ever  again  nee  a UFO,  I'll 
c it  to  myself."  But  Crowder  himself  gave  no  indication  of  this 
i'ude  dui’lng  our  intervietrs.  He  cooperated  fully,  showed  no  reluc- 
ro  to  desoribo  the  experience  for  tlio  Nth  time  and  'he  displayed  no 
iv.s  irritation  at  being  questioned.  (Houevor,  because  I had  no 
as  an  “official  investigator"  and  therefore  had  to  rely  upon 
volur.baiy’  coc'pai'ation,  I did  not  press  him  on  such  nattox’S  as  the 
rrod  matches  or  oth.er  discrepancies.) 


The  Illusion 


The  South  Hill  case  domonstraics  how  tlie  illunion  that  UFOs  nu s t bo 
ex tra~tr;rx'os trial  spacecraft  is  promol-od  in  the  nubile  mind  by  the  inten- 
ti'diT''7L~cu‘"irni.rrteTrt^  "oni.ssitm  of  vl tal  efe tails  in  iyUrilHiTcd^acc^^^ 


-Ib- 


The  four  charred  matches  found  on  tlie  burned  spot  raised  grave 
suspicions  of  a hono:  among  police  officers  and  report<3rc  at  the  scene, 
bv  their  0:^1  adiaiscions.  Farris  himself  said  he  almost  didn't  send  his 
flLn  and  story  to  the  Richmond  T ime s "Pi s pa tch  and  Feus  leader  > Yet  v/hen 
the  stoii'  did  appear  in  the  tv;o  newspapers,  THERE  WAS  ROT  A SlROhE  M'rlllTIOiI 
THE  CHARRED  ilVrCHBS.  “ ' 


a result,  the  A.ssociatod  Press  story  on  the  case  v/hich  appeared 
newspapers  around  the  country  made  no  mention  of  the  charred  matches » 

It  vras  not  until  VJilliaja  Powers  visited  South  Hill  on  April  23  and 
r.entioned  this  important  finding  in  discussions  witli  the  Press  that  the 
ohaiTed  matches,  v;ore  nentioned,  somewhat  casually,  in  the  f evi  nevrspapars 
that  c.orried  follovr-up  stories. 


Three  men  from  KICAP  Headquarters,  one  a NASA  physicist,  visited 
lout)i  Hill  on  A.pril  22.  Tlie  results  of  their  investigation  were  reported 
in  a feature  story  in  the  liarch-April,  196?,  issue  of  "The  U.F.O,  Tnvesti 
gator,"  The  article  nentions  the  burned  spot  and  the  .four  "padprints," 
rut  there  is  no  mention  of  the  charred  ma tches , VHien  APRO  reported  the 
case  in  the  Hay-*JurviTj  19*67,  issue  of  "T'he  A ,’P  ,R  ,0 . Bullet  in,"  there  v:as 
no  mention  of  tlie  chai'red  matches. 


The  new  Frank  Edvfards  book,  "Flying  Saucers  — Here  and  Now,"  devotes 
two  full  pages  to  the  South  Hill  case.  But  again,  there  is  no  mention  of 
cl’-arred  matches.  It  seems  safe  to  predict  that  the  South  Hill  case 
V i ll~B^ cl'e s c rib douens  of  other  UFO  books,  as  yet  unv;rittcn,  and  that 
in  most,  if  not  all,  there  villl  be  no  mention  of  the  charred  matchos. 


The  ca\ise  cf  public  enlightorment  is  not  wcll-.served  either  by 
emature  staterior.ts  issued  by  "official  investigators,"  For  example: 

"Crowder  is  tilling  exactly  what  he  sav?  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
d i sbel le ve  hl~. . " This  statement  is  attributed  to  Vjilliem  Povrers  in 
the  April  27,  1967,  issue  of  The  South  Hill  Enterprise.  It  is  quoted 
also  in  the  Frank  Edwards  book. 


‘;l)  can't  think  of  it  being  a hoax."  Dr,  J,  Allen  Hy nek,  as  quoted 
in  the  May  11.  1967,  issue  of  the  R i chmond  T im c s -D Lspa tc h ♦ 


- T" 

•-  ' ^ ^ V 4 


bvioualy,  it  is  not  politic  to  dismiss  Uie  Press  with  a curt  "no 
~ " But  cc-it'inon  prudence  and  past  cx.perionce  suggest  that  it  would 
be  tetter  for  an  investigator  to  explvuin  that  it  is  jn’cniture  to  ccimaenb 
on  the  case  until  the  investigation  has  been  cowplctctJ  £tnd  that  this  will 
rer  lire  some  additional  time. 
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APPENDIX  ’'A'* 


A DESIGN  AN/iLYSIS  OF  THE  CROVroEK  UFO: 


1.  The  tank-shaped  UFO  as  described  by  Crovdor  vaas  estimated  to  be 
approximately  12  ft.  in  diameter  and  l|y  ft.  high  (excluding  3 Ft. 
legs.)  This  would  give  it  a volxiine  of  approximately  1,700  cu.  ft. 

2,  The  Apollo  Lunar  Module  has  somewhat  sijnilar  overall  dimensions,  although 
it  is  not  a simple  cylinder.  The  Lunar  Module  is  approximately  20  ft. 
high  and  lU  ft,  in  diameter.  Assuming  (for  simplicity)  that  it  is  a 
simple  cylinder,  this  would  give  it  a volume  of  approximately  3,000  cu.ft 
(Actual  enclosed  volume  is  somewhat  less.) 


3.  The  Lunar  Module  is  expected  to  weigh  approximately  30,000  lb.  This 

would  give  It  a specific  weight  of  10  lb»/cu.  ft,  (By  of  comparison, 
Cork  has  a specific  weight  of  1$*^  lb,/cu.  ft ,) 


L,  Assuming  that  the  Crovrdor  UFO  had  the  same  specific  weight  as  the  Lunar 
Module  (10  Ib./cu,  ft,),  then  the  Crowder  UFO  would  weigh: 

' 17^000  lb. 

5,  The  Lunar  Hodole  has  four  landing  pads,  each  37  inches  in  diameter, 
giving  it  a total  pad  area  of  hj280  so,  in, 

6,  This  gives  the  Lunar  Module  a pad -loading  of  7 psi,  on  earth. 


But  when  landing  on  the  Moon,  which  has  only  l/6th  earth  gravity, 
the  effective  Lunar  Module  pad-loading  will  be: 

1,2  psi. 


V*  The  four  "padprints'*  allegedly  left  by  the  Crovider  UFO  each  measured 
approximately  H inch  in  diiuneter.  The  total  ’’padprint"  area  of  the 

four  is  then  approximately  1 so,  in, 

■» 

9*  This  gives  the  Crowder  UFO  a pad-loading  of  approximately:  17^000  psi, 

(based  on  assumed  specific  weight  of  10  lb,/cu,  ft,) 


Four -lane  concrete  highways  are  stressed  to  withstand  loads  of  psi. 


1,  Thus,  the  '‘designer**  of  the  Crowder  UFO,  by  failing  to  use  larger 
rids,  ended  up  with  a "craft"  whose  pad  loading  is  30  times  too  high 
zo  enable  it  to  land  on  major  highw^Q^’S  v/ithout  puncturing  the  concrete. 
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MK-IO  FOR  THJv  liFCORD; 


26  APRIi.  19-jY 


Contact  uitii  Lt.  Coioticl  lu'cll  revealed  the  rolloving  Int’oi*- 
lion  pei-fcaiiiint;;  to  the  South  Hil],  Vi  si{iiib.lne  oi‘  21  April 


. 1 


I.t.  Colonel  Kj’eli.  naid  tha  he  peroonnaly  drove  to  the 


ioi'.th  Hill  urea  and  investicated  tiie  cukc.  The  four  holer;  were 
old.  They  were  approxima tely  9 feet  6 inohea  apart  forminji  a 
square.  The  hirrnt  area  was  in  tlio  middle  of  tiie  square.  Vdien  the 
policemen  ari'ivod  at  the  scezie  the  pavc.nent  vras  cold.  It  was  an 
asphalt  hi^iheay.  Lt.  Colonel  Krell  cuxild  fiiif.i  no  additional  vrit- 
::esa  v:ho  saw  the  alleged  UFO,  Tlic  v/itness  repoi  ted  no  sound  at 


all*  even  aftei-  stopplnfi  the  car  and  rollint  dov/n  the  window.  Lt. 


olonel  Ki’ell  will  contact  the  South  Hill  police  department  and 


obtain  a written  r.tatGMOiit  coneorninti  what  was  found  at  the  scene 


of  the  sifditinr. 


